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By RW Bro Richard Dawes

September 2021 3

MW Bro Derek Robson’s period as Grand Master is almost ended and his 
achievements and activities are on record - both in the Freemason and 
elsewhere. 

to think about recording their thoughts 
and memories. So, act before it is too late.

Appoint a lodge historian. He does 
not have to be a journalist. If he has a 
suitable mobile phone he is almost 
ready to start. Compile a list of ques-
tions that are designed to get a brother 
talking. ‘What was it like to join the 
lodge 50 years ago? Who were the sig-
nificant personalities in the lodge in 
those days? What were the Souths like? 

I am sure that many lodges are like my 
lodge. We have dusty photo albums 
with a huge variety of images depict-
ing members of the lodge. 

Dusty, fading photos with cryptic 
notes scrawled on the back. And these 
represent the only memories we have of 
W Bro Keith (somebody or other) who 
was our WM in the late 1960s. There is 
nobody now alive who knew him as a 
mason. Nobody remembers the lodge 
ball during Keith’s year when he over-
booked the Pennant Hills Bowling Club 
by 150% and the result was a memor-
able night recorded as two sentences  
on the back of a photo of  ‘anonymous 
brethren and their ladies’.

Nobody will remember; those memo-
ries are lost.

Brethren, the GM’s activities are 
recorded but what about the elderly 
brethren in your lodge? When they go  
to the Grand Lodge Above it is too late  

Did any of the lodges in the district have 
a lodge choir? Tell us about the annual 
visits to Lodge City of the Plains in 
Bathurst. Apart from your youth what 
do you miss most about those days?’

Tell us a bit about your life outside 
the lodge. What was your daily life like? 
What was different in those days that 
our younger brethren should know 
about? What was your working life? 
What was school like and what sort  
of house did you live in?

Your historian can use software to 
transfer the recording on his mobile 
phone to text on a computer and with  
a little editing you have a record that 
can be kept for your children’s children 
to ponder over in the years to come. 
Finally, print it and file it safely!

Create and preserve the history  
of your lodge. If you don’t do it, that 
history will be lost for ever.

Sure to remember 
Derek’s time as GM!

Editorial
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Quarterly Communication

I congratulate you all for your obvious 
commitment to the Grand Lodge and 
I wish you every success  
in Freemasonry.

COVID 19 continues to define how we 
conduct ourselves and our lodge activi-
ties and I can only implore you all to stay 
safe at all times. Our Stage 1, Stage 2 and 
Stage 3 precautions for masonic meeting 
places and for lodges have stood the test, 
and it is so important that we continue to 
be vigilant. While all appears to be well, I 
note that a couple of recent events have 
had to be cancelled at the last minute, but 
we do need to understand and be reactive 
to any last-minute lockdowns brought on 
by government. Equally, we need to be 
seen to be responsible in our community. 

As difficult it has been to plan for 
travel when we are required to be so 

Tonight’s Communication is important as it is tonight that 
we decide who should fill our most important management 
and ceremonial team roles. I congratulate all those who 
have put themselves forward for consideration and I 
certainly trust that we will well consider your nomination.

this place to be truly inspirational, and  
in offering our enormous thanks to all 
involved, Freemasonry is again the 
winner.

Some of us were able to travel to 
Adelaide to attend the Grand Install-
ation of the Grand Lodge of South 
Australia and the Northern Territory. In 
company with the largest group of inter-
state masons, many of whom had taken 
the time to gather at Uluru and other 
interstate scenic attractions along the 
away, I was able to pass on our sincere 
congratulations to the incoming Grand 
Master, MW Bro David Booker, and his 
officers, and also thank the Immediate 
Past Grand Master, MW Bro Dr Neil 
Jensen, for the wonderful leadership 
and ambassadorial role he had dis-
played. It was great to see masons and 
their families meeting socially in this 
way, and clearly, occasions such as this 
demonstrate how Freemasonry is ‘all of 
one company’, and we should strive to 
build on this theme.

Like this jurisdiction, the Grand Lodge 
of South Australia and the Northern 
Territory is also in good shape. 

Our most revered ANZAC Day took 
on a slightly different look this year and 
I was honoured to have been able to 
attend two significant events on your 
behalf. Firstly, Lodge Wahroonga and 
District 23 hosted a wonderfully 
attended ANZAC Service here in this 
Lodge Room No 1 on 21 April. Those 
who attended witnessed a very solemn 
ceremony where their very special 
guest, General the Honourable Sir Peter 
Cosgrove, gave the commemorative 
address. With distinguished guests 
including the General, Lady Cosgrove, 
the President of Sydney Legacy, the 
Worshipful Master of Lodge Wahroonga 

attentive to the changing lockdowns 
and closures, we have been able to 
attend some significant events.

To see how the almost complete  
85 seat community theatre has been 
incorporated into the very grand West 
Wyalong Masonic Centre was truly 
amazing and I took great pleasure in 
offering our congratulations to the Lodge 
Bland management team. I also acknow-
ledged the magnificent efforts of the 
Mayor of Bland Shire, the NSW State 
Government, the Grand Treasurer and 
the Finance and Audit Committee for 
their belief in the merits of this undertak-
ing. Brethren, sometimes the benefits 
available to the local community are 
obvious, but the standing of Freemasonry 
in that community is immeasurable, and 
any such enhancement on this scale is to 
our enormous credit.

Similarly, on visiting the Wagga Wagga 
Masonic Centre for their installation, I 
found the completed improvements to 

JUNE QUARTERLY  
COMMUNICATION

OUR NEXT
COMMUNICATION 

In accordance with state  
government rules, the next  

Grand Lodge Quarterly 
Communication is postponed  

until a new date can be arranged.

I thank all those who 
have contributed  

to the revitalisation 
of Freemasonry...

September 20214

By MW Bro Derek Robson AM

 Integrity – Loyalty – Respect  Freemason



No 674 and the District Grand Inspector 
of Workings District 23, we were then 
hosted to a wonderful banquet, where 
significant funds were raised to support 
Sydney Legacy.

A visit to Cowra for a further ANZAC 
Commemoration on 24 April was  
again a most significant event for 
Freemasonry. Well supported by the 
Mayor of Cowra and the State Member 
of Parliament, members were given an 
historical overview of the largest break-
out from a prisoner of war camp in 
World War II, and then shown around 
the significant sites and ruins in the 
Cowra area. If ever we need to be 
reminded of the significance of war, a 
visit to the Cowra War Cemetery, the 
Japanese War Cemetery, and then a 
quiet reflection at the Freedom Bell 
located at the Cowra Council Chambers, 
is always a must for any Australian. 

I have often commented on the impor-
tance of a masonic building needing to 
stand proudly as part of the streetscape 
in the town or city of its name. How 
proud was I then to travel to Cessnock to 
see how this magnificent heritage build-
ing has again resumed its proud and 
rightful place in Cessnock City’s streets-
cape. The massive improvements in this 
building were obvious to all who attended 
Lodge Cessnock’s Installation, and, along 
with a magnificent delegation of Grand 
Lodge officers, and large number of visi-
tors, we were able to enjoy the ambience 
of the totally reworked public rooms 
which are attracting great interest in that 
community, and have already secured 
several ongoing bookings for weddings, 
dance classes and commercial hire. On 
your behalf, and in the presence of both 
Federal and State political representa-
tives, and the Cessnock mayor, I unveiled 
a plaque to acknowledge the re-opening 
of the Centre. And how great it was on the 
next day, and again accompanied by the 
mayor, when both your Grand Master 
Elect and I planted trees to acknowledge 
the occasion in the newly commissioned 
Freemasons Park. If ever one doubted the 
power and influence of Freemasonry in 
any community, Cessnock certainly 
stands tall.

Extending the reach of the Craft is 
always the goal of any Grand Master and 
to be invited to dedicate the new lodge 
facility at Warners Bay was a milestone 

indeed. Accompanied by a large group of 
masons and the Ceremonial Team, this 
revered and quaint dedication ceremony 
was enjoyed by us all. The significance 
and timing of these building renovations 
and improvements has left me with a 
great deal of satisfaction and I thank all 
those who have contributed to the revi-
talisation of Freemasonry in this manner.

Brethren, travelling about this won-
derful Jurisdiction has always been a joy, 
and to have been a part of our broader 
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masonic family which has always been 
so involved in their various communi-
ties, has been equally satisfying.

To have travelled about in the 
company of so many committed 
members of the Grand Lodge Ceremonial 
Team has also been magnificent. I will 
always have the most enormous respect 
for those who have volunteered to serve 
Freemasonry and the Grand Master in 
this regard, and to you and your very 
supportive families, I can never thank 
you enough. Your unwavering support of 
all Grand Lodge activity is amazing, and 
in offering my heartfelt appreciation of 
all that you have achieved, I of course 
personally thank the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies for his inspiring leadership 
of such a wonderful group of masons.

This past three months has been 
particularly busy.

I am pleased to report that renovations 
and improvements continue to be made 
to masonic centres right across our 
Jurisdiction. Centres at Queanbeyan,  

wherever you are  
and whatever you 

do, please do it with 
Integrity, Loyalty 

and Respect
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particularly in these uncertain times, 
the health and well-being of us all needs 
to be foremost in our minds, and accord-
ingly, we wish each of our Past Grand 
Masters the best of health outcomes 
and record our individual and personal 
thanks to them all.

Like many of you, I now look forward 
to our Grand Installation on 14 August. On 
this occasion, we are proudly showcasing 
every aspect of the wonderful design and 
fitout of our treasured Sydney Masonic 
Centre, and each separate event will be 
accommodated in yet another space in 
this magnificent building. I encourage 
you to make your bookings early.

Finally, Brethren, wherever you are  
and whatever you do, please do it with 
Integrity, Loyalty and Respect, and always, 
look after your families, your community, 
and most importantly, each other.

Thank you.
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Yass, Lismore, West Wyalong, Dubbo, 
and Macksville are all nearing comple-
tion, and all those responsible can be 
very proud of what they have achieved. 
Furthermore, I am delighted to hear that 
at least 21 masons have attended a 
meeting with the hope that they can form 
a new lodge in the Port Stephens area. 

All Grand Lodge boards and commit-
tees have been meeting regularly during 
the COVID shutdown period, mainly by 
electronic means, and they have all 
progressed the business of the Craft. 
While we are now back to some face-to-
face meetings, we have clearly learnt 
from the circumstances of this health 
crisis, and we are now using a healthy 
mix of actual meetings and electronic 
services to progress our deliberations. 

Certainly, the Board of Management, 
the various committees of the Board, 
the editorial committee of Freemason 
magazine, and the Masonicare Board, 
have all made significant inroads into 
their outstanding business, and I con-
gratulate them all for their magnificent 
achievements to date.

The Board of Management continues 
to work hard alongside the Grand 
Treasurer, the Grand Secretary, the 
Finance and Audit Committee, our Grand 
Secretariat staff, and the Sydney Masonic 
Centre management to upgrade and fine 
tune our IMIS management system to 
make it faster, more convenient, informa-
tive, and educational, and better able to 
service the real time needs of all our 
lodge officers and members. 

The Sydney Masonic Centre continues 
to out-perform its competitors in the 
Sydney conference sector, and we as 
masons owe so much to the SMC’s 
General Manager, Mr Paul Davison. With 
his leadership and his management of a 
very talented work force, the Sydney 
Masonic Centre will continue to be the 
showcase for all that is good in the Craft, 
and for that, we are most grateful. 

Brethren, as I have often remarked, 
we are blessed with the extent of the 
talent that is available to this jurisdiction 
and to Grand Lodge in particular. 
Tonight, I also want to especially 
acknowledge the talent of our Deputy 
Grand Organist, W Bro Simon Nieminski. 
Simon is currently the Assistant Director 
of Music at St Mary’s Cathedral in 
Sydney, and he recently, along with the 

talented oboist Mikaela Sukkar, opened 
the 2021 Bowral Autumn Music Festival. 
Simon, we acknowledge your extraordi-
nary talent, and I thank you so much for 
your very gifted contribution to the Craft.

On behalf of all masons, I formally 
record our sincerest condolences to our 
revered Past Grand Master, MW Bro Ron 
Johnson AM, on the passing of his 
beloved wife May, and I thank him and 
his family for allowing a large number 
of masons to be part of May’s farewell at 
her funeral on 6 May, so beautifully 
conducted by RW Bro John Davison. If 
ever one of our own deserved a masonic 
tribute, this was the occasion. Ron, we 
all join in your grief. 

Brethren, the strength of all of our 
Past Grand Masters is always acknow-
ledged. While their unbounded enthusi-
asm for the Craft and their wise counsel 
is never in doubt, we are also aware that, 

Quarterly Communication

Universal charity, brotherhood,  
beneficence and education 
are its main purposes. Free-
dom of religion, of conscience 

and of thought are guiding principles of 
Freemasonry. Freemasonry accepts up-  
right and moral men as brothers without 
religious, racial, national or political 
prejudice or regard to station in life.

Freemasonry recognises in the 
structure of the world, in all that lives 

and in the inner consciousness of man, 
a divine creator-Spirit, full of wisdom, 
strength and beauty, and reveres Him 
as the Great Architect of the Universe.

Freemasonry is a moral, not a politi-
cal, order and takes no part in political 
or religious disputes. It is not a religious 
society, not a secret alliance, demands 
no unlawful secrecy and imparts no 
magical information.

Fundamentals  
of Freemasonry
Freemasonry unites men who, in brotherly formations and 
through honourable and ritualistic methods, endeavour to 
achieve spiritual understanding and moral refinement.

What’s it all about? By W Bro Kim Nielsen
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GM’s message By MW Bro Derek Robson AM

The Grand Installation  
– considerations

While we took the earliest 
opportunity to cancel  
the event, it is important 
that we now look toward 

finding a suitable date in the next few 
weeks.

There are a number of options that 
we can take, and they vary from holding 

The Grand Installation is a very important occasion in our ongoing program, but it is not 
now possible to conduct the event in August due to the COVID lockdowns.

as to whether he could accommodate us 
at all. We all appreciate that he is subject 
to the directions of the NSW Chief Health 
Officer, and he is also the ultimate 
authority for managing our access to 
SMC. This is the same arrangement that 
we have where lodges and building man-
agers must meet our Stage 1, Stage 2, and 
Stage 3 protocols and then only meet 
when our responsible and accountable 
building managers are satisfied that it is 
safe and appropriate to do so.

Our SMC General Manager initially 
considered the experience surrounding 
the Northern Beaches lockdown, where 
it was 4-6 weeks after the lockdown 
ended when some normality returned.

Hence, while we might have  
initially thought that the September 
Communication might have been a 
good option, common-sense prevailed, 
and an October date was clearly present-
ing as the best option.

Of course, in making any decision, it 
was necessary to also consider the dates 
of already planned events and occasions 
for the USGC NSW&ACT, OSM NSW& 
ACT, the Grand Lodge of Queensland 
Centenary and Proclamation, the WA 
Grand Installation, and a number of 
corporate bookings at SMC. It is also 
better to wait until greater numbers can 
attend, particularly as the involvement  
of the interstate delegations makes the 
formal and social events so memorable 
and special. To support the dignity of the 
occasion, and to ensure our full formal 
dress is on display, I would propose that 
the dress for the Grand Installation 
should remain formal, i.e., tails.

our normally planned iconic program, to 
holding a virtual Installation with only 
the main participants in attendance, and 
of course, there are many other varia-
tions and options in-between.

Our first consideration was to seek 
advice from our Sydney Masonic Centre 
(SMC) General Manager, Mr Paul Davison, 

Proposed schedule of events
EVENT DATE TIME LOCATION/DRESS PRICE

Meet and Greet Fri 15/10/21 6.00–8.00 pm Banquet Hall, lounge suit/ladies after 5 $70 pp

Ladies Reception Sat 16/10/21 9.30–11.30am SMC (level 4), smart day wear $50 pp

Grand Installation Sat 16/10/21 2.00–4.30 pm Grand Lodge Room, formal with regalia Free

Banquet Sun 17/10/21 6.30–11.00 pm Banquet Hall, Formal $170 pp

Farewell Lunch Sun 17/10/21 11.00am–2.00 pm SMC, smart casual $90 pp
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There is no doubt that we took the 
correct decision to cancel the Grand 
Installation. It is important that the 
reverence and tradition of the Grand 
Installation is not lost and that the 
appropriate dignity and honour is 
accorded our incoming Grand Master.

I am most grateful to the SMC 
General Manager, the Grand Secretary, 
Deputy Grand Secretary, Grand 
Treasurer and the Grand Master Elect 
in the main, for their kind considera-
tion of this most important occasion in 
our calendar. I acknowledge that others 
worked with this group to realign hotel 
bookings and other arrangements so 
that we were not disadvantaged finan-
cially, and of course, we also acknow-
ledge the uncertainty these changes 
have made to the employment arrange-
ments of our highly regarded SMC staff.

Together we will prevail and please 
note that all event bookings at Sydney 
Masonic Centre will be transferred to 
October unless our Grand Secretariat 
is otherwise notified. We can now  
all look forward to making our final 
arrangements and attending our  
Grand Installation over the period 
15–17 October 2021.

Kind regards to you all,

Grand Master

A world of rainbows

The session was called to order 
by Supreme Deputy, Mrs 
Lorraine Rayner, who read a 
message from Supreme Worthy 

Advisor, Judy Fontenbury of Tennessee, 
and declared the meeting a Grand 
Assembly for the purpose of celebrating 
this very special occasion.

Videos from two of our Cumberland 
sisters were shown on a large screen 
when it was time for their parts, 
however we missed all of those who had 
planned on travelling.

The officers entered and performed a 
drill to the Disney tune Fantasmic.

A Crowning Service was presented by 
nine Dad Masons for Leila Rodeghiero, 
our Grand Worthy Advisor for this 
session. This ceremony is performed in 
the Philippines for the Grand Worthy 
Advisor and in some assemblies for the 
Worthy Advisor.

A service depicting the nine decades 
of Rainbow was performed by the girls 
with the assistance of our Past Worthy 
Advisors. The information used was 
researched from the many boxes of old 
minute books and letters by Mrs Debbie 
(Puckridge) Rodeghiero, a Past Worthy 
Advisor, and was woven into a fantastic 
script by Felicia Rodeghiero PGWA.

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
started the fun event then came 
Pinocchio, Peter Pan, The Jungle Book, 
Winnie the Pooh, The Little Mermaid, 
Beauty and the Beast, The Lion King, 
Mulan, Hercules, The Princess and the Frog 
and finished with Moana and Frozen.

A display of memorabilia was set up 
in the Great Hall with a special display 
of items belonging to our Founder, Mrs 
Frances Livermore, and letters from 
Oklahoma from Rev. Mark Sexson, the 
Founder of the Order.

Rainbow Girls 
90th birthday
The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls was  
finally able to celebrate its 90th Birthday, ‘Wonderful  
World of Rainbow’ session in the Grand Lodge Adelaide on  
23 January 2021. This event had originally been planned 
for May 2020, however the pandemic had other ideas.

By Supreme Deputy Lorraine Rayner

The Instituting day of Sydney Assembly No 1, Order of the Rainbow For Girls. Founder 
Mrs Frances Livermore and Mrs Ruth Palmer of Keystone Chapter, Michigan stand in the 
centre. Mrs Palmer conducted the Instituting Ceremony on 26 April, 1930.
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Phonography By W Bro Terry McCallum

Lodges, Phones 
and Photos

Pictures don’t just come from 
cameras anymore. The technical 
wizardry of modern professional 
cameras is constantly filtering 

through to everybody’s mobile phone. 
With every new release, a mobile phone 
is becoming less and less about making a 
phone call and more about the myriad of 
other services it can provide – in particu-
lar its ability to capture images. I recently 
read something that gave a perfect new 
word for this – phonography rather than 
photography.

There are several matters to consider 
when taking and sending photos taken 
using a mobile phone. Please bear in 
mind I can only cover basic principles. 
Any specifics for your own model of 
phone must be guided by your own 
product manual. In short, printing on 
paper requires very high resolution 
photos. It is essential you select the 
largest file size possible, because the 
reproducing on paper requires more 
than simply showing on a screen. 
Explore your phone, find the largest 
settings for pictures and select them  
if taking photos for the magazine.

The magazine is delighted to keep 
receiving contributions to Regional 

Terry McCallum is a professional photographer 
whose photos have been run in many magazines 
and journals. Here are his tips to ensure you 
capture the best possible image.

CRUCIAL POINT: If you are using 
your phone to take pictures in a lodge 
room then please set it to silent mode, 
and make sure that all brethren present 
are OK with their picture being taken.

Also, make sure no photos display 
the TB or an open VSL. Ensure the 
photo only captures the subjects. 

Offerings sent to the magazine must 
meet technical requirements before 
proceeding to the print stage. Resulting 
hurdles are as follows:

A phone lens is considerably smaller 
than that used in a more conventional 
camera, giving less image to work with. 

Phones tend to keep the file size 
pretty small, with the consequence that 
much of the original image information 
(which wasn’t much in the first place) is 
discarded – leaving the user with a very 
low resolution picture that looks 
amazing on the phone screen, but dete-
riorates rapidly as it is applied to other 
uses. Mobile cameras are improving, so 
the main task is to ensure photos you 
take that are intended for print are as 
‘fat’ as possible.

So, what can we do?

We see so many 
great pictures  
that cannot be  

used because they 
are too small.

Roundup, which is where we let every-
one else know what has happened in 
your lodge. 

The mobile phone has taken the place 
of ‘heavy artillery’ cameras. The result is 
that photos we receive often fall short of 
the technical specifications required for 
printing because settings designed for a 
simple ‘screen shot’ are used for what 
will become a printed page.

The majority of photographic sub-
missions to the magazine are taken on 
mobile phones. This brings a bagful of 
concerns regarding the technical side of 
those pictures. 
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When taking the shot
Don’t use the ‘zoom’ feature. Phones  
use digital enlargement for zooming in, 
which means they take the small pixels 
in the image and enlarge them, giving a 
picture that looks like it’s been built 
from small bricks (pixelation).

If you want your subject to be larger 
in the frame – get closer.

Have charter, 
will travel!

Do you love Motorcycles?
Do you enjoy travelling? 
Do you want to visit other 
lodges on your motorcycle?
Then Lodge Highway is for you! 
We hold meetings quarterly in addition 
to regular social rides, including some 
weekend/overnight trips. Masons that 
don’t ride are welcome too! 
Interested? Contact Bro Gregg Jones on 
0400 586 327 or gregg.guzzi@gmail.com

Orientation: Pick the right way to hold your phone  
for your photo! Upright for single or tall subjects, 
sideways for large groups or landscapes.

Framing: Use your phone composition guides to 
help make a nice-looking photo. Often, it’s better  
to have the main subject of the photo slightly 
off-centre than directly in the middle of the frame.

It’s important to allow plenty of space around your 
subjects as well. It’s almost always better to have  
a little more ‘empty space’ in your photo than to 
accidentally cut off an elbow, or even worse, the 
top of a head! Remember; if in doubt, take a few 
(safe) steps backwards!

 

Focus: Most phones attempt 
to detect where the focus 
should be. Sometimes they 
get it wrong! Tapping the part 
of the screen that you want to 
be sharp can adjust the focus.

Camera choice: Be sure to  
use the camera on the back 
of your phone, as they are 
almost always much better 
quality than the front-facing 
camera, which is mainly 
designed for video chat.

Avoid zooming: Try  
to avoid using your 
phone’s zoom! It’s 
almost always better 
to be closer to your 
subject than use 
digital zoom.

Top tips to remember for phonography!

Use the lens on the back of the 
phone, not the one on the screen side. 
It’s very handy having an image of your-
self on screen during a video chat, but 
the ‘front’ lens is of a lower quality and 
set to a much lower resolution. Use the 
‘swap’ feature to make sure you’re using 
the lens on the opposite side to the 
screen. So basically, any picture taken 
like a ‘selfie’ is unlikely to be of suffi-
cient quality.

Camera aspect: If you’re taking a full 
length portrait – hold the phone upright 
(portrait aspect). If you’re taking a group 
of people, hold it sideways (landscape 
aspect).

Have your phone’s camera 
set for best quality
You need to set the ‘size’. This isn’t 
always done by literally saying how big 
you want the picture to be, but usually 
by selecting the best option that is 
offered on the phone. Ensure the image 
resolution is set to the highest quality:

Select the best format
1. Open ‘Settings’ on your iPhone and 

select ‘Camera’

The technical  
wizardry of modern 
professional cameras 

is constantly  
filtering through  
to everybody’s 
mobile phone.
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...ensure photos  
you take that are 

intended for print are 
as ‘fat’ as possible.

increase or decrease the exposure for 
that part of your picture.

 R When the exposure looks good, tap 
to take your photo.

Using the grid feature for 
better composition.

The rule of thirds is a well-known 
photography technique that can help 
you take better images. Using two hori-
zontal and two vertical gridlines, place 
your subject slightly off centre to create 
a better-composed photograph. The 
gridlines are also useful for making sure 
your images are straight.

1. Open Settings on your iPhone.

2. Tap Camera.

3. Make sure Grid is enabled.

2. Select ‘Formats and select ‘Most 
Compatible’.

Your phone will then save the image 
as a JPEG, which will give a higher 
quality result.

Use the phone’s ‘focus’ 
feature
To set the focus: 

 R Frame your photo how you want it to 
be 

 R Tap the screen on the part of the 
image you want to be in focus. A 
yellow box appears to show you the 
focus point. That part of your image 
will now be in focus.

Use the phone’s ‘exposure’ 
feature (lighter or darker shot)
Most phones will set the exposure auto-
matically, but it doesn’t always turn out 
quite right, leaving the subject of your 
picture over or under exposed

To set the exposure for your subject: 

 R Frame your photo and tap the part of 
your image you want to expose cor-
rectly (exactly the same as in setting 
the focus – see above)

 R When the yellow box appears, swipe 
your finger up or down on it to either 

Additionally... 
The method may vary between iPhone 
and Android, but further to the above:

You can control the flash from Auto, 
always on or never on.

‘Picture Size’ can be set to (typically) 
2, 3 or 5 Megapixels. As said before, set 
to the highest resolution or file size for 
magazine pictures.

Ensure the image ratio is as large as 
possible (e.g., Android 9:16, iPhone 4:3)

Finally... get the picture to us!
This will of course be different from 
model to model. If your phone is set up 
for email then you can simply email it  
to us, but be careful to send the original 
file – not a reduced file that is so often 
created by the email software in order  
to reduce the message size.

Alternatively you can use Bluetooth 
or Wi-Fi to copy the image from the 
phone to your computer or tablet.

We see so many great pictures that 
cannot be used because they are too 
small. In short, the larger, the better it  
is reproduced. Learn the photo settings 
and make sure they are set to the 
biggest size possible. That way, they  
will look wonderful when printed.

Phonography

Be sure to use the correct orientation  
of your phone when taking photos.
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Order of the Eastern Star By Norah Mitchell 

88 years of fundraising  
Members of Wollongong Chapter No 59, Order of the Eastern Star, 
were recently asked to nominate a charity to which a donation of 
$2,500 per member could be made.

and tears in their eyes knowing that in 
some small way Wollongong Chapter 
was assisting these organisations to 
continue their wonderful services and 
research to benefit those in need.

The following charities were unable 
to attend and received their donations 
by mail:

Bears of Hope, Cure Brain Cancer, 
Smith Family (Sponsor a Child), MS 
Research, Ronald McDonald House, 
Leukaemia Foundation, Garvan Institute 
(Molecular Cardiology research), Beyond 
Blue, Black Dog Institute and Oesopha-
geal Cancer research.

We are very proud that Wollongong 
Chapter donated a total of $75,000 
through this initiative and we look 
forward to continuing our fundraising 
efforts.

Sixteen charities were named; 
some members chose the same 
recipients which then increased 
the amounts to the individual 

charity involved.

We arranged an afternoon tea to 
follow our regular meeting on 20 June 
2021 and invited representatives of the 
nominated charity organisations to 
attend and receive their donations.

We welcomed representatives from 
six of the charities chosen: 

Supported Accommodation & 
Homelessness Services, The Shepherd 
Centre, Ostomy NSW, RSPCA, Agnes 
Ginges Centre (Molecular Cardiology 
research), The Disability Trust, and the 
son-in-law of one of our members came 
along to speak on behalf of Ronald 
McDonald House.

Each recipient along with their 
Chapter nominators had photographs 
taken receiving their cheques and each 
representative spoke on behalf of their 
organisation giving us an insight into 
the services they provide and the people 
who benefit in our community. Some of 
the stories were very moving and our 
members were left with a sense of pride 

...our members were 
left with a sense  

of pride and tears  
in their eyes...
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Mike* is an intelligent man, 
he was formerly a banker 
and is pretty up to date with 
technology and the internet.

He got a phone call from an NBN 
technician who said remote access to 
his computer was needed to sort out 
internet issues and upgrade his modem 
so it would operate more effectively.

Mike had been having problems with 
the NBN and had lodged a complaint, so 
he followed the instructions over the 
phone, gave his computer details and 
permission for remote access.

He was locked out and by the time he 
woke up to what was happening and 
pulled the plug, it was too late.

A large amount of money was stolen 
and so was his identity. It took a couple 
of months and a lot of pain to sort out. 
His bank was sympathetic and he ended 
up only losing a relatively small amount.

You may laugh at Mike, or at what 
you think are ridiculous attempts at 
scamming (remember the Nigerian 
Princes?) but they work. That’s why  
they are prolific. 

Scamming has moved a long way from 
Nigerians emailing, seeking help with a 
transaction, but the fact they kept coming 
showed they found suckers. Now, there are 

year used the COVID-19 pandemic to 
scam and take advantage of people from 
all walks of life.’

Last year, health and medical scams 
increased more than 20-fold compared to 
2019, accounting for over $3.9 million in 
losses, she said.

Losses to threat-based scams increased 
by 178 per cent to $11.8 million, and 
there were more than $8.4 million in 
thefts by remote access scams like Mike’s, 
an increase of over 74 per cent. 

Phishing (fraudulent emails seeking 
to fool people into providing personal 
information) is thriving, especially 
through government agency impersona-
tion. There were over 44,000 reports of 
phishing scams, representing a 75 per 
cent increase, Ms Rickard said.

What to look out for
The ACCC has this advice:

 R Be Cautious: You have been taught 
this! If you get an email or phone call 
asking you to click and log in, be very 
suspicious. Contact the real organisa-
tion through a verified site or phone 
number and ask for confirmation.

 R Be Alert: Uninvited contacts from 
people or businesses, by phone,  
mail, email, or social networking 

large call centres dedicated to fraudulent 
phone calls. It is a sophisticated, world-
wide, multi-billion dollar industry stealing 
more than $600 billion a year world-wide, 
according to the US-based Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies.

The Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) says in its 
recently released 2020 Scamwatch Report 
Australians lost more than $851 million 
to scammers last year.

‘Scam victims reported the biggest 
losses ever seen, but worse, we expect 
the real losses are higher, as many people 
don’t report these scams,’ ACCC Deputy 
Chair Delia Rickard said.

‘Unfortunately, scammers continually 
become more sophisticated and last 

If you get an  
email or phone call 
asking you to click 

and log in, be  
very suspicious.

Scams on the rise By VW Bro Alan Gale

Beware  
of scams 
Scams have become a lot more 
sophisticated in recent years and  
they’re earning thieves billions.
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sites are the most common first step. 
If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is.

 R Be Aware: If you think it’s fake, 
Google the name and see if others 
had good or bad dealings. If you get 
an unusual message or email from a 
friend, especially asking for money 
because of illness or emergency, 
make a direct check.

 R Be Resolute: Delete suspicious texts, 
pop-up windows, click-on links and 
email attachments. If unsure, verify 
the identity but not by using contact 
details in the suspicious message.

 R Be Savvy: Hang up on phone calls 
seeking information about your 
computer or financial details, even  
if a well-known company such as 
Telstra or NBN is mentioned. As 
before, if in doubt, check directly  
by a validated means.

 R Be Protective: Don’t use the same 
password for multiple accounts and 
profiles. Don’t use your birthday. 
Don’t use a numerical pattern. Do 
choose a strong password with a  
mix of upper and lower case letters, 
numbers and symbols.

More information
The ACCC has an excellent site with lots 
of information about keeping safe from 
scammers. There is also a Scamwatch 
reporting page as well as a subscription 
to get updates on the latest scams, all at: 
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/. 

*  ‘Mike’ is, of course, a pseudonym. 
But the attempted theft was very 
real and left him traumatised.

Highest scam losses reported to Australian agencies (Source: ACCC 2020 Scamwatch report)

Scam type Scamwatch ReportCyber Banks ASIC Total*

Investment $65,820,313 $6,806,439 $89,339,207 $185,394,786 $328,091,449

Dating & romance $38,916,120 $27,871,737 $92,486,588 N/A $131,976,234

Payment redirection $14,115,692 $75,704,868 $73,901,297 N/A $128,415,400

Shopping scams $12,914,146 $55,239,943 $10,523,027 N/A $62,147,260

8 Targeting scams

Targeting scams 2020 

Losses 

216,087 
reports to Scamwatch

$176 million
Amount reported lost to

Scamwatch

 23% since 2019

2019
$143 m

2020
$176 m

$851 million
2020 combined financial losses to scams as reported to 

Scamwatch, ReportCyber (ACSC), ASIC, other government agencies
 and 10 financial institutions (ANZ, Commonwealth Bank, 

NAB, Westpac, BoQ, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank, 
Macquarie Bank, Suncorp, Western Union and MoneyGram)

Average loss: $7,677

$328 million
lost to

investment scams

$131 million
lost to

romance scams

$128 million
lost to business

email compromise
(payment redirection scams)

Top 3 scams causing the most financial harm 
to Australians in 2020
As reported to Scamwatch, ReportCyber, ASIC, other government agencies and 
10 financial institutions (as above).

10 Targeting scams

Female

$87.4 million
108,995 reports

Male

$88 million
103,057 reports

Dating and romance scams 
caused the highest losses – 
$28.1 million 

Investment scams caused the 
highest losses – $44.7 million

Non-specified gender

$318,409
4,035 reports

Gender

Top contact methods by reports

47.7% 
Phone 

103,153 reports

$48.2 million
reported lost

22% 
Email 

47,503 reports

$35.2 million 
reported lost

15% 
Text message 

32,337 reports

$3.1 million 
reported lost

6.3% 
Internet 

13,636 reports

$26.7 million 
reported lost

The highest losses were split between 
investment scams and dating and 

romance scams – $69,514 

4.5% 
Social networking/

online forums

9,687 reports

$27.1 million 
reported lost

9 Targeting scams

Top scams by loss as reported to Scamwatch

Investment scams
$65.8 million

Dating & 
romance scams 

$38.9 million

False billing
$18.5 million

Threats to life,
arrest or other
$11.8 million

Remote access
scams

$8.4 million

Online shopping
scams

$7.4 million

Classified scams
$5.5 million

Health & medical
products

$3.9 million

Identity theft
$3.1 million

Unexpected prize
& lottery scams

$1.7 million

Age

1  2   3    4      5       6        7          8           9           10

Reports
Losses

Note: Only Scamwatch reports where age was provided are included (n=166,237 $158,005,406). There were 49,850 reports that did not include an age 
category with losses of $17,678,685.

1.1%

8.3%

19.9% 19.7%

17.4%

15.5%

18.1%

0.3%

6.9%

15.3%
16.1%

20.7%

16.7%

23.9%

Under 18 

Losses: $496,156
Reports: 1,810 

18-24 

Losses: $11.0 m
Reports: 33,781

25-34 

Losses: $24.2 m
Reports: 33,122

35-44 

Losses: $25.5 m
Reports: 32,727 

45-54 

Losses: $32.7 m
Reports: 28,908 

55-64 

Losses: $26.5 m
Reports: 25,836

65+ 

Losses: $37.7 m
Reports: 30,053 

Source: ACCC 2020 Scamwatch report

Age

Top 3 scams causing the most financial harm  
to Australians in 2020

Top contact methods by reports

* Totals adjusted to take into account duplications where the same loss was reported to multiple agencies.

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
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Lodge Cessnock weekend By RW Bro Richard Dawes

Lodge Cessnock and the   
Cessnock community 
Lodge Cessnock 252 certainly knows how to make a masonic event a winner!

A Grand Lodge delegation of  
32 journeyed to Cessnock on 
Friday 7 May for the reinstalla-
tion of W Bro Max Katz-Barber. 

The Grand Master MW Bro Derek J 
Robson AM and the Grand Master-Elect 
RW Bro Les Hicks were present to watch 
W Bro Damien Southam deliver a master-
class as Installing Master. After an 
impressive ceremony brethren and ladies 
enjoyed a delightful installation banquet.

The newly renovated Cessnock 
Masonic Centre was most impressive 
but became the star attraction on the 
Saturday when, after 18 months of 
major renovations, the Cessnock 
Masonic function centre in Cumberland 

St was officially opened by the Grand 
Master. Around 30 guests, including 
Cessnock City Mayor Bob Pynsent, State 
member for Cessnock, Clayton Barr MP, 
and Federal member for the Hunter 
Region the Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP 

attended the function where the Grand 
Master unveiled a plaque to mark the 
completion of renovations and thanked 
Mr Fitzgibbon and Mr Barr for their 
support.

During the ceremony, the Grand 
Master remarked on how this invest-
ment will provide Cessnock with a 
state-of-the-art function centre and 
masonic meeting place, which will serve 
Cessnock and the community for gener-
ations to come. He added that the centre 
currently hosts martial arts groups, a 
yoga group, a dance school and an olive 
growers’ processing group and is availa-
ble for other events in the community.

Following the official opening, guests 
travelled to Freemasons Park where the 
Grand Master and the Grand Master 
elect RW Bro Les Hicks planted trees to 
highlight the presence of Freemasonry 
within the Greater Cessnock area. 
During the planting ceremony Mayor 
Bob Pynsent remarked how Freemasons 
Cessnock has supported the community 
since its inception in 1907, noting the 
financial support through donations in 
cash and in kind to local schools, sport-
ing groups and charities such as Hunter 
Hands of Hope.

The WM of Lodge Cessnock, W Bro 
Max Katz-Barber, said that Freemasons 
Cessnock has been part of the community 
since 1907 and during the past 114 years 
has been proud to support the local com-
munity. He added that Free masons 
Cessnock look forward to continuing 
their support of the greater Cessnock 
community well into the future.

Community outreach at its best.
Main: The brethren gather to plant trees to celebrate Freemasonry in Cessnock.

Above: The plaque commemorating the renovations at Cessnock Masonic Centre



Rapid antigen tests are on-the-spot screening 
tests that are easy to use and deliver a result in 
as little as ten minutes.

Whiddon partnered with Respond Global, a 
health crisis response agency, to conduct a 
two-week trial at Whiddon Easton Park in 
Glenfi eld, Whiddon’s largest aged care campus, 
with 750 employees and 450 residents.

The successful trial saw a large uptake from 
employees, with only 0.6% of employees 
declining the voluntary test. It showed that 

Support Whiddon to continue improving the quality of life of older 
Australians through innovation, research and new approaches to care. 
Make a donation today at www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation.

rapid antigen testing is a good strategy for 
keeping employees, their families and residents 
safe and reassured by adding an extra layer of 
protection against COVID-19.

Employees, residents and their families were 
surveyed during the trial. Engagement was 
high and feedback was unanimous around the 
reassurance that this extra level of protection 
provided. The trial also showed that employees, 
residents and families overwhelmingly 
indicated that rapid antigen testing gave 
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them confi dence that employees and residents 
weren’t at risk.

91% of employees, 88% of residents and 92% 
of families said that they felt reassured that 
Whiddon is doing the right thing to protect them, 
their families and residents. This reassurance is 
critical to maintaining adequate staff ing levels to 
care for residents during high-risk periods.

Whiddon is very proud to have implemented this 
industry leading trial and to share their learnings 
with other organisations and industries who are 
considering rapid testing.

Whiddon extended the rapid antigen testing 
beyond the trial and while community trans-
mission rates are high. In early August, it was 
also introduced at their care home in Hornsby.

Award-winning care provider, Whiddon, was proud to 
implement rapid COVID-19 testing, to add an additional 
layer of protection during the COVID-19 situation in Sydney.

rapid antigen testing trial 
Whiddon implements industry-leading

Rapid antigen 
testing at Whiddon 
Easton ParkEaston Park
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A conflict of interests By Bro Kerry Costigan, Queensland

Freemasonry and  
the Catholic Church 

Some months ago, I was the 
victim of a silent protest. 
People knew I was a mason and 
distributed copies of the 1884 

Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII which con-
demned Freemasonry in the foyer of the 
church where I was about to celebrate 
Mass. These people did not have the 
courtesy to front me face to face about 
their complaint.

From my research, Freemasonry as it 
exists in Australia is different from the 
sectarian and political way some 
European lodges act. The blanket con-
demnation of Freemasonry does not 
consider that each Grand Lodge is 
responsible for its own regulations, 
constitution, and way of acting. So, 
Freemasonry must be considered on a 
national basis. Freemasonry is not a 
single, united body.

It is interesting to note the religious 
history of European Freemasonry. 
Comparing the religious views expressed 
in the oldest Masonic Constitution of the 

Kerry Costigan, priest of Toowoomba diocese, is chaplain of Ashlar 
Lodge, Oakey, Queensland. In this article he talks of his experience as 
a member of the lodge.

At first, Masonry was Roman 
Catholic in its character and ecclesial 
domination. After the Reformation, 
which rejected many of the doctrines 
and teachings of the Catholic Church 
and the influence of its priests, Masonry 
became Protestant in its peculiar views, 
retaining its Christian character. Please 
note, I use the word ‘peculiar’ in its 
correct sense.

With the so-called Revival of the 18th 
century, Masonry assumed the form it 
has retained to the present day. It aban-
doned its sectarian and political character 
and adopted a cosmopolitan and tolerant 
rule which required of its members only 
a belief in God. Free masonry is not a 
single united body. Each Grand Lodge is 
its own supreme authority. The Grand 
Lodge is the sole authority over 
Freemasonry in its own territory.

In 1885, a French journalist, Leo 
Taxil, following the publishing of  
the Encyclical of Pope Leo, decided to 
mount a campaign against Freemasonry. 

14th century with those set forth in the 
later ones of the 16th and 17th centuries 
and again with those views laid down in 
the Charge of 1717, we can find a transi-
tion which took place in the religious 
aspect of Freemasonry in England and in 
some other countries.

Freemasons are  
not just names,  

faces and aprons  
but hearts,  
spirits and  

personalities  
– they, too, are  
loved by Christ. 
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It is hoped that before long this 
approval will be made public. At the 
moment, the many Catholic men who 
belong to the Craft here in Australia 
have been condemned unjustly by  
the blanket condemnation of all Free-
masonry. Good tidings, of their very 
essence, need to be shared and igno-
rance overcome by information.

Freemasons are not just names, faces 
and aprons but hearts, spirits and per-
sonalities – they, too, are loved by Christ. 
The brethren I have met over ten years 
have been an inspiration, motivation 
and example to me. 

May God prosper the Craft.

He had previously been a non-believer 
and as such wrote scandalous stories 
about the Pope. A book he wrote was 
called The Secret Lovers of Pope Pius IX.

Amazingly, he became a Catholic and 
as I’ve said, began a vile and outrageous 
campaign to discredit Freemasonry, 
which he identified as a form of devil 
worship. His misguided views received 
great publicity in his day and, dare I say 
it, sad to say, even today some immature 
minds are still affected by his views.

Later in life, he again had a new 
lifestyle and thought experience; he 
repented of his lies and accusations 
saying they had all been a literary crea-
tion. Furthermore, he said he had done 
it all for the sole purpose of exposing 
the idiotic gullibility of the Catholic 
Church and its popes. He wanted to 
show intelligent people everywhere 
how ridiculous the Church was.

The Church reacted with predictable 
scorn and disgust. Every so often, the 
Taxil accusations resurface as part of 

some ill-advised attacks against 
Freemasonry and the Church.

Upset by the silent protest, I made 
even further inquiries. In 1984, it 
appears that the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference (ACBC) initiated an 
investigation into Australian 
Freemasonry. The result of that investi-
gation was never published. The proba-
ble reason for this was that the 
investigation found that nothing in 
Australian Freemasonry was prejudicial 
to the Catholic Church and its teachings. 
This finding runs counter to the official 
finding of Vatican authorities on what I 
call European Freemasonry, especially 
some French and Italian lodges.

In 2016 as it happened, the Grand 
Masters of the West Australian Grand 
Lodge, the Queensland Grand Lodge 
and the SA/NT Grand Lodge were 
Catholics. The Grand Master of the SA/ 
NT Grand Lodge was moved with broth-
erly concern to make a formal approach 
to the ACBC about the standing of 
Catholic men in the Craft. He presented 
a request that was well researched and 
full of merit and conviction that the 
ACBC make some official ruling about 
the relationship of Freemasonry and 
Catholicism.

The Secretary of the ACBC asked for 
a combined affirmation of the request 
by all the Grand Masters of all the Grand 
Lodges of Australia and a statement 
giving in detail the fundamental ideals 
and principles of Freemasonry as it 
exists in Australia.

This information was duty presented 
to the ACBC through its secretary. The 
reply given in writing on the official 
letterhead of the ACBC was that any 
Catholic man may join Freemasonry as 
it exists in Australia as long as his con-
science agrees. The reply also asked that 
membership for Catholics in the Craft 
was to be carried out discreetly and 
without publicity. No doubt, this was not 
publicly to go against the teaching of the 
Catholic Church about Freemasonry 
existing in other countries.

This ruling of the ACBC would cer-
tainly be appreciated by Catholics who 
are members of the Craft. Gratitude is 
expressed to the Bishops of Australia for 
their open handed, sensitive and pasto-
ral approach to the matter.

What’s On?EVENTS AND NOTICES

Calling all lodge
secretaries!
Got an event coming up?
Let masons all over the state know  
and support Freemason magazine  
at the same time. List for as little as  
$12.50 per issue ($50 for four listings).

freemason@apmgraphics.com.au 

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls

Rainbow Girls Meetings
Now meet on 4th Sunday of  
each month at 11.00 am at the  
Blacktown Masonic Centre  
5/1 Carnegie Place, Blacktown

For further details please phone  
Talese on 0401 213 800 or  
email: Talese_s@hotmail.com  

Lodge Morning Star No 410

 100 Years – Help!
Lodge Morning Star is compiling a 
Centenary book and would welcome 
any stories or memorabilia you may 
have for inclusion. Please contact us 
at email@lodgemorningstar.com

Have you visited our lodge in the  
last 100 years? If not, why not?

Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

Calling Newcastle masons
Newcastle’s only daylight lodge  
welcomes masons unavailable for or  
cautious about night-time meetings!
2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Tyling at 9:30am. Lunch $10.  
New Lambton Masonic Centre. 
For details call 02 4968 4511.
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Travel in the time of COVID By Mark Anderson

Finding your own fun  

Caravanning and motorhoming 
is not for everyone, but since 
our article last year, the COVID-
19 pandemic has dramatically 

changed the world of travel. We have had 
to turn our gaze inwards for holidays 
within Australia’s national, and some-
times due to lockdowns, our home state 
borders. However, given the natural 
wonders that our country has to offer, 
restrictions on overseas holidays seems a 
fair trade for the relative freedom we have 
achieved, whilst other countries have 
been locked down for months at a time. 

The best that Australia has to offer is 
often found in quite remote locations 
without much in the way of facilities 
nearby, so we have always been a nation 
of campers and caravanners, but never 
more so than this year! An awful lot of 
dollars normally spent by households on 
international trips have been switched to 
purchases of a caravan, motorhome, 

Last year Mark Anderson wrote a popular article on local and international travel by 
caravan and motorhome. Many readers asked for more information on how to plan safe 
travel during COVID-19 restrictions.

our little camping van, managing to stay 
virus free and still had a wonderful time. 
Then we came back to Australia, where 
we have now been on the road in our 
caravan since December.  

Our friends in Australia thought we 
were quite mad not going back into our 
house that we own (but rent out) in 
Sydney, but we felt confident from our 
UK experience that we were forewarned 
and forearmed, and from our previous 
trips around Australia in 2018 and 
2019, that we could travel in a way that 
was not creating more of risk to others 
or ourselves than staying in Sydney. 

Aren’t we concerned about travelling 
when this virus can regularly break out 
into the community? Our personal view 
(and this is not professional health 
advice!), we are comfortable managing 
the risk of infection given our high  
level of self-sufficiency in a caravan  

camper trailer, or just some basic 
camping equipment. It’s been a boom 
year for the industry, and with many 
recreational vehicles being manufactured 
within Australia, that’s been good news 
for our economy. But is it really safe to 
travel around like this during the pan-
demic? Given our slow vaccine roll out, 
and the morphing of this virus, we are 
either going to have to learn to travel 
safely or accept that even domestic holi-
days will be off the cards for a while yet. 

In this article we want to share some 
thoughts from our experiences on the 
challenges and opportunities for 
caravan and camping holidaying in 
Australia during these often challenging 
times. My wife Catherine and I have 
spent twelve months out of the last 
eighteen travelling in both a motor-
home and a caravan during this pan-
demic. In 2020 we spent six months 
travelling around England and Wales in 
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by and we didn’t need to be within 
hailing distance of another person. We 
constantly looked at where hotspots 
were occurring in the state, and adapted 
our socialising accordingly. Most camp-
sites had geared their check-in process 
to be remotely handled, and we found 
the hiking trails to be largely deserted as 
usual. During school holidays we would 
make sure we weren’t within sight of a 
beach or a good fishing spot and we 
were usually on our own.

But what about lockdowns? One of the 
many advantages of camping and cara-
vanning holidays is, financially you won’t 
be risking a lot of cancellation charges, 
compared to other types of holidays. We 
have just booked a house in Noosa for 
my birthday, and it’s driven home to us 
how much you can lose out if a lockdown 
messes up your travel plans. But caravan-
ning, well we’ve had a handful of camp-
sites take a one-night stay deposit from 
us, but that’s only if we have ventured 
into the busier areas on the coast. Keep 
away from these and you should have no 
out of pocket expenses if a lockdown 
prevents you from travelling. 

But caravans and motorhomes are 
expensive? Yes they are. No getting away 
from that. However, if you buy a good 
brand and therefore higher second hand 
value, and look at your holiday costs 
over the life you intend to keep it, the 
business case looks better. If you can 
wait until international travel corridors 

and motorhome. The way we are set up 
provides a level of physical and social 
isolation that gives us peace of mind. 
We don’t need to go into cafes and res-
taurants for our food, although we cer-
tainly choose to sometimes, and we can 
also decide if we use caravan park facili-
ties for toilets and showering, based on 
our assessment of the risk at the time. 
We have our own toilet and shower on 
board, which we know is clean, and can 
easily last a week with the water and 
food we have on board, without needing 
to even visit a town and have any social 
contact. If we were at home, we would 
in fact be having more social interaction 
than we do travelling! 

So what is the safest way to travel 
around regional Australia? There are 
many ways to travel independently of 
course as well as caravans and motor-
homes: such as camper trailers, roof top 
tents, traditional family tents, or even a 
swag in the back of your ute, but none of 
these options can minimise your social 
contacts to the same degree as a caravan 
or motorhome. It really comes down to 
space: for water (the bulkiest), for some 
sort of cassette toilet and a showering 
area (which could be in a separate 
pop-up tent), and of course your food 
and other essentials (wine and beer?).  
A car, even a big four-wheel drive, soon 
runs out of storage space. Camper trailers 
are a good compromise since they can at 
least carry a large tank of water. If you 
are planning a longer trip, putting them 

up and down every time you move is 
something to factor into your decision. 

Isn’t it risky mixing with people when 
caravanning? When we do leave our 
home on wheels to ‘see the sights’, we 
have found social distancing really 
hasn’t been an issue in regional 
Australia. 75% of our population lives in 
urban areas and mostly on the coast 
down the eastern seaboard. So, avoid the 
big cities and beachside towns (espe-
cially on the eastern seaboard) and the 
chances are you won’t be going near too 
many people. We spent several months, 
for instance, on the Eyre Peninsula in 
the west of South Australia. It’s about 
the same size as England and Wales 
combined, but instead of their popula-
tion of just under 60 million, there are 
only 260,000 residents! Weeks would go 

The way we  
are set up provides  
a level of physical 

and social isolation 
that gives us  

peace of mind.

I pulled up our caravan’s window blinds and gazed out at the morning sunshine 
lighting up the sand dunes with a golden glow, and reflected on the toughest 
decision of the day, ‘Shall we walk along the beach or get the kayak out?’
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start to open, there is also likely to be a 
proportion of people who bought at the 
beginning of the pandemic and decided 
it wasn’t for them. 

But I’ve read in the media about 
caravan parks being booked out? Yes, 
there’s been a lot of press saying that, 
but that hasn’t been our experience.  
We have planned an itinerary that has 
taken the road less travelled. In six 
months touring Australia this year, we 
have only booked two sites more than a 
few days in advance, and we haven’t yet 
found ourselves stuck for a spot for the 
night. Of course if you want to go to a 
caravan park on the coast, near a large 
town or city, during the school holidays, 
then of course you have a problem. But 
that’s always been the case for as long 
as we have been camping in Australia 
(25 years). What’s different this year is 
that some towns in regional Australia 
are busier than normal, especially if 
they are on a popular migration route. 

but some of the things that have made 
touring the outback safer and more 
pleasant for us include: 

1. Specialist driver training for 4WD 
vehicles: we learnt where our vehicle 
can and can’t go, and how to try and 
avoid getting bogged, and if you do, 
what should come next (and it isn’t 
usually trying to walk out!)

2. An in-car shortwave radio for com-
municating with other vehicles such 
as road trains (wanting to overtake 
you), or oncoming drivers (warning 
you of hazards ahead), or your 
friends in the convoy alerting you  
to the next pie stop! We have found 
ours invaluable. It’s so easy to take 
your eye off the rear camera/mirror 
and suddenly there’s someone trying 
to overtake you when you are just 
moving to the centre to avoid bull 
dust. It’s the closest we’ve come to 
having an accident.

For instance, Victorians heading north 
for their winter sun in the Kimberley 
have had Mt Isa overflowing. 

Is it safe to travel in the outback? 
There are risks of course in taking the 
less trodden routes if you are not experi-
enced in remote travel. A couple who 
got lost and bogged out near 
Innamincka in January this year for 
instance, were so lucky to be rescued 
after they took a wrong turn, then tried 
to walk out and ran out of water. A cafe 
worker near Alice Springs wasn’t so 
lucky last November. His vehicle was 
also no match for the challenging track 
he decided to take. He also got bogged 
and ran out of water. There’s a pattern 
there isn’t there? Both these incidents 
were reported in the press at the time.

There’s a lot of quality specialist advice 
about remote travel in outback Australia 
– this site for instance has very readable 
content; traveloutbackaustralia.com,  

Travel in the time of COVID

https://traveloutbackaustralia.com/beginners-guide-outback-vehicle-preparation.html
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3. Checklists for vehicle preparation. 
It’s so easy to forget to always have 
spare water in the vehicle, or your 
spare wheel properly inflated, or a 
pressure gauge to ensure you let the 
tyres down correctly to escape that 
soft sand on an incoming tide! We 
use Microsoft’s To Do app for 
everything that needs remembering 
in our lives, including this. It’s 
simple, free, and you can share 
actions. We’ve built ours out now to 
cover shopping lists for groceries, 
vehicle maintenance checks, and 
pack up checklist. It’s an easy 
mistake to forget to unplug your 
power socket for instance (we have 
seen several people try and drive 
away still hooked up to power!), or 
drive away with the caravan hand-
brake on (expensive), or the stabiliser 
legs down (very messy).

4. Ensure you have offline mapping 
and know how to use it. It seems 
basic, I know, but lots of new to 
outback travel folk don’t realise that 
they can download sections of 
popular navigation apps to work 
offline. Just remember to delete maps 
when you have finished with that 
area or it will keep updating and take 
up storage and bandwidth. 

5. A pre-trip service from a garage that 
is familiar with the stresses outback 
travel puts on your vehicle. We learnt 
a hard lesson there from an inner city 

garage in Perth which didn’t change 
our fuel filter, despite knowing we 
had just travelled there from Sydney 
via the Gibb River Road in the 
Kimberly. The Toyota Landcruiser 
went into limp mode up a steep hill 
on a freeway – it was just embarrass-
ing being overtaken by a Land Rover! 

6. A pre-paid SIM on a different network 
to your usual provider. We had our 
caravan water tanks drop out halfway 
down the remote Birdsville Track 
earlier this year. Our mobile plans are 
with Telstra, but there was no coverage 
in that spot, but amazingly on our 
Vodaphone SIM we had one bar of 
Optus, just enough signal that we 
managed to organise a tow and repair.

7. Check you have windscreen insur-
ance. You’ll be lucky to escape 
without a breakage if you are on 
those outback roads long enough. 

8. Keeping alert and entertained. Let’s 
face it, a lot of our outback roads can 
be fairly monotonous, with scenery 
that doesn’t change a great deal and 
Google says ‘Turn left in 350 kilo-
metres’. We have become addicted to 
podcasts as a way of both keeping the 
driver awake and keeping our mood 
positive. There’s just so much great 
content out there. A favourite series 
of ours for instance is ‘ABC’s 
Conversations’ (https://www.abc.net.
au/radio/programs/conversations). 
We have a set up where Catherine’s 
phone is the content device, and 
mine is for navigation. That way as 
the driver I’m not fiddling around and 
distracted by the entertainment. 

So yes, we think it’s very possible to 
travel domestically in Australia during 
this pandemic with relatively low levels 
of risk, whether that be in a caravan, 
motorhome, camper trailer, or with that 
old swag that’s in the garage strapped to 
the roof. However, the more self-suffi-
cient you are, the less time you need to 
spend in physical contact with other 
people. The more you take the road less 
travelled, the easier it is to keep flexible 
and find those quiet (and often free) 
camps. But if you do go down that dirt 
road, be safe, and ensure you and your 
vehicle are properly prepared. 

I hope relaying these experiences  
has offered up some possibilities.  
Carpe diem!

Check out the back page for more 
pictures from Mark’s travels!

Weeks would  
go by and we  
didn’t need to  

be within hailing 
distance of  

another person.
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Wagga Wagga renovation By VW Bro Phillip Smith and VW Bro Owen Sandry

Back to   
beautiful  
The renovation of the Wagga Wagga  
Masonic Centre is just the latest page in  
160 years of history of Freemasonry in the area

original building. Our Masonic Centre 
stands as a symbol of our past both as 
citizens of Wagga Wagga but also as 
Freemasons. Our current renovations 
have seen our beautiful old building 
being given some modern touches that 
honour our heritage, and we now look 
forward to the future where we will 
continue to grow and develop our 
beloved building and our beloved  
Craft for generations to come.

In 1905 the Centre was opened, and 
the new Worshipful Master W Bro 
Bellair was lauded and congratulated 
by brethren from all over the jurisdic-

tion for his initiative and perseverance 
in seeing the construction of the new 
building. Previously Freemasons in the 
area had met in places such as hotels or 
other shared spaces; a Freemasons Hall 
did exist, but it was not owned by the 
lodge. That building burned down in 
1880, was rebuilt and was primarily 
used by the Oddfellows.

The construction of the Masonic 
Centre in 1905 saw it being used for large 
functions and members still remember 
the Souths, with dinners attracting hun-
dreds of guests and ladies helping to 
celebrate installations and other signifi-
cant occasions. The furniture of the lodge 
was ordered from England in 1868 by 
Lodge Harmony 410 Scottish 
Constitution and is still in use today. The 
furniture was saved from the fire of 1880 
together with many documents of 

masonic value including the charters of 
lodges that had met in the Centre, and 
artwork depicting HRH the Prince of 
Wales (later King Edward VII) when he 
was Grand Master of the UGLE.

Throughout the years since 1905 
many masons in Wagga Wagga joined 
the lodges that met in the building, and 
they have seen many changes and addi-
tions including the upper storey and the 
addition of a hall at the side of the 

Wagga Wagga Masonic Centre before 
the renovations carried out this year

Main: the restored 
masonic centre

Inset: detail of the 
new doors showing 

subtle masonic 
symbolism
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The Guyot  
bookplates, part II

The development  
of the masonry  
arch has been  

known for at least 
3,900 years.

A L Guyot also designed a book-
plate for the District Grand 
Chapter of NSW Royal Arch 
Study Group. We were unable 

to find any information about this par-
ticular organisation. The text of the 
explanation reads:

Study group bookplate
A bookplate is indicative of character, 
personality and environment, delineating 
the type of owner, and expressing in form 
his mental outlook. In the bookplate of 
the Study Group, District Grand Chapter, 
the designer has embodied the funda-
mentals underlying the basic principles 
in the development of masonic thought. 
A brief description of the salient features 
of the bookplate is here given for your 
consideration and thought.

 R 1. The Volume of the Sacred Law: 
Referring to Isaiah 34:16, we read 
‘Seek ye out the book of the Lord and 
read’ and in our Craft Ritual we read: 
‘The sacred writings are derived from 
God to man in general, because the 
Almighty has been pleased to reveal 
more of his divine will in that holy 
book than he has by any other means.’ 
It is the great light in Freemasonry for 

from its position it pours forth upon 
east, west, south the refulgent rays of 
divine truth.

 R 2. Tesselated pavement: The mosaic 
pavement by reason of its being 
variegated and chequered points out 
the diversity of objects which deco-
rate and adorn the whole creation 
whilst the border refers us to the 
planets and other heavenly bodies. 
The pavement is a symbol of earthly 
existence and hence the perambula-
tions around the pavement according 
to the Zohar represent the existences 
in order that we as Masons may 
progress.

 R 3. Point within a circle: This is a 
symbol of great interest and impor-
tance and brings us into close con-
nection with early symbolism of the 
solar orb and the universe. There is 
within every Mason the point within 
a circle that rules and governs him. 
The circle is fixed as to its position by 
that point of the compass which is 
on the centre where Master Masons 
meet. It is fixed as to its extent and 
area by that which radiates from the 
centre, which in other and familiar 
language we describe as the compass 
of the Freemason’s attainments. This 
circle is bounded between north and 
south by two grand parallel lines 
– and were we as conversant and as 
adherent to the doctrines contained 
in the VSL as the patriarch and the 
king we cannot err. The circle is 
expressive of the collective people of 
the world, protected by the parallel 
attributes the power and wisdom of 
the Creator, the alpha and the omega, 
the great first cause of all creation.

 R 4. The double cube: A cube has ever 
been considered the symbol of equal-
ity, purity and justice so therefore  
the double cube was selected by our 
forefathers as the shape of the Altar  

Ex Libris part II By VW Bro Neil Wynes Morse and VW Bro Ian Shanley 

Masonic bookplates have been said to be ‘probably the rarest of all genres’.  
Part 1 of this article, published last issue, described the life and work of VW Bro  
Guyot and gave his own detailed description of a bookplate he designed for a  
friend. Part 2 describes, again in his own words, another bookplate of his design.
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of Incense. Altars among the ancients 
were generally made of turf and stone, 
and usually cubicle in form. Altars 
were erected long before temples, 
among the ancients both Jews and 
gentiles, altars were of two kinds – for 
incense and for sacrifice. Our altar or 
pedestal is symbolic and combines 
the character and uses of both these 
altars. It is the altar of sacrifice, for on 
it the candidate is directed to lay his 
passions and vices as an oblation to 
the deity, while he offers up the 
thoughts of a pure heart as fitting 
incense to the Great Architect of the 
Universe. It is the ‘Pedestal of the 
three Great Lights’ and further is the 
‘Pedestal of Obligation’.

 R 5. The compasses: In Isaiah 4:13 we 
read ‘and he marketh it out with the 
compass, and maketh it after the 
figure of a man, according to the 
beauty of a man.’ The compasses have 
a highly special significance, and one 
that has been recognized for many 
thousands of years. The compasses 
reminds us of God’s unerring and 
impartial justice, defines for our 
instruction the limits of good and evil, 
and by which we will be rewarded or 
punished accordingly as we have 
obeyed or disregarded the Divine 
commands. The compasses illustrate 
the duty of self-restraint or self-con-
trol especially when open at 90°.

 R 6. Two interlacing triangles: The Seal 
of Solomon or the Shield of David for 
under both names the two interlaced 
triangles are denoted. Upon it was 
inscribed one of the sacred names of 
God. The Jews called it the Shield of 
David in reference to the protection 
which it gave to all its possessors. 
The two triangles were said to be 
symbols of fire and water, sometimes 
of prayer and remission, sometimes 
of creation and redemption, or of life 
and death, or of resurrection and 
judgment.

 R 7. Lamp: In Psalms 119:105 we read: 
‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and 
a light unto my path.’ Light is a 
source of positive happiness; without 
it man could barely exist. Since all 
religious opinion is based on the 
ideas of pleasure and pain, and the 
corresponding sensations of hope 
and fear, it is not to be wondered at 
that the ancients revered light. The 
Cabalists believed that, before the 
Creation of the world, all spaces filled 
with the infinite intellectual light, 
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A guide to interpretation
1. The Volume of the 

Sacred Law
2. Tesselated 

pavement 
3. Point within a circle 
4. The double cube 

5. The compasses
6. Two interlacing 

triangles
7. Lamp
8. Twelve books
9. Rolls

10. The arch
11. The keystone
12. Ancient of days
13. To the west
14. The royal arch
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which afterwards withdrew itself to 
an equal distance from a central 
point in space, and afterwards by its 
emanations produced future worlds. 
In the Brahman Book of Devotion it 
states ‘light and darkness are 
esteemed the worlds eternal ways;  
he who walketh in the former path 
returneth not, he goeth immediately 
to bliss, whilst he who walketh in the 
latter cometh again upon the earth’. 
Light was God’s first gift to man.

 R 8. Twelve books: The number twelve 
plays a very important part in both 
the physical and spiritual lives of 
man. Being a combination of 5 and 7 
was of considerable value in ancient 
systems. Thus, we get the twelve 
tribes of Israel, signs of the zodiac, 
twelve stones in the pectoral, twelve 
oxen supporting the molten sea, 
twelve foundations, twelve gates in 
Jerusalem, twelve apostles in the 
new law, and even among the pagans 
there were twelve superior and 
twelve inferior gods, twelve original 
points in old English Freemasonry.

 R 9. Rolls: If we turn to 2 Kings 22:8 we 
read ‘I have found the book or roll of 
the Law in the House of the Lord’. In 
early English rituals especially rela-
tive to the funeral service we read: 
‘The Master while the brethren are 
standing round the coffin, shall take 
the ‘sacred roll’ in his hand, and, after 
an invocation, shall put the roll in the 
chest.’ The scroll of sacred writings 
discovered was not the Bible but the 
Torah, itself a Hebrew word for ‘law’, 
used also to indicate the Pentateuch 
or Law of Moses.

 R 10. The arch: The development of the 
masonry arch has been known for at 
least 3,900 years. It has, both archi-
tecturally and symbolically, played a 
very prominent part in the careers of 

Ex Libris part II

man. The arch structure composed of 
shaped pieces arranged so as to 
retain their position by mutual pres-
sure. So, the companions embracing 
the Royal Arch, diverse in both type 
and thought, retain the sacredness 
and the virility of the Order by 
mutual exertions, in promoting the 
brotherhood of man and the father-
hood of God.

 R 11. The keystone: The keystone, by its 
very nature, is perfect in its every 
feature and symbolises the supreme 
and fundamental importance of those 
principles which the arch type – the 
ability to bridge the gap between the 
natures of mankind – the grip of 
worldly possessions, and the instant 
demand for an understanding of and 
a more intimate connection with the 
intangible but very real state, towards 
which man’s hopes and struggles urge 
him. The positioning of the keystone 
in the arch symbolizes ‘the possession 
of inner knowledge, freedom from 
fear and expressive of ‘ the philosophy 
of the universe and its application to 
man himself.

 R 12. Ancient of days: Turning to Daniel 
7:22 we read ‘Until the Ancient of days 
came, and judgment given to the saints 
of the most high; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom.’ 
Within the circle represents the Grand 
Geometrician of the Universe describ-
ing with the compasses the limits of 
one’s behaviour as contained in the 
Volume of the Sacred Law. Notice 
should be taken of the prevailing 
movement towards the west. Milton 
describes God as the supreme geome-
ter in these remarkable lines from 
Paradise Lost:
Then stayed the fervid wheels and  
in his hand
He took the golden compasses, prepared
In God’s eternal store, to circumscribe
This Universe, and all created things,
One foot he centred, and the other turned
Round through the vast profundity 
obscure
And said ‘Thus far extend, thus far  
thy bounds
This be thy just circumference; O World’.

 R 13. To the west: Reading in Isaiah 3:5 
we find ‘Fear not; for I am with thee I 
will bring thy seed from the east and 
gather thee from the west.’ The old 
tradition that in primeval times all 
human wisdom was confined to the 
eastern parts of the world and that 
those who had wandered towards the 
west would be obliged to return to the 
east in search of the knowledge of 
their ancestors. From remote ages 
men’s minds have been associating the 
east with light and life and the west 
with darkness and death, thus we face 
the west at the passing of a Brother.

 R 14. The Royal Arch: The Holy Royal 
Arch is founded on the ‘name of God’ 
it has the ‘glory of God for its object’. 
and it inspires its members with the 
‘most exalted ideas of God’. This 
supreme degree rests on the name, 

This noble science 
may justly be  

said to comprehend 
the whole of the 

other six, and we 
cannot but subscribe 

to the harmony of 
the whole...
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Lord and in the sixth place he imparted 
to them understanding, and in the 
seventh, speech, an interpretation of 
the cogitations thereof ’. Our seven 
senses are seeing, hearing, tasting, 
feeling, smelling, tranquility, thought.

 R 17. Six stones: The three stones on 
the right below the true arch repre-
sent the three ‘Major Officers,’ and 
the three on the left the three ‘Minor 
Officers.’

 R 18. Ex libris: It is the duty as well as 
the interest of all lodges and chapters 
to facilitate the efforts of the members 
in the acquisition of masonic knowl-
edge and no method is more appro-
priate than the formation of a study 
group adjacent to a comprehensive 
library. To this end the study group 
was brought into being under the 
wise guidance of M Ex Companion  
C Levitt, HG Superintendent, and in 
consequence, this brief description of 
the bookplate was compiled ‘as being 
peculiar and appropriate out of the 
library of knowledge’ of my compan-
ions and my colleagues.

A L Guyot

nature, and attributes of God, that in 
every letter point or part of the ‘inef-
fable mysteries is proclaimed the 
eternal welfare of man.’

 R 15. Seven liberal arts and sciences:
Grammar teaches the proper arrange-
ment of words, according to the idiom 
of the people, and that excellence of 
pronunciation which enables us to 
speak or write with accuracy and 
precision.
Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously 
and fluently on any subject not merely 
with precision alone, but with all the 
advantages of force and elegance and 
to contrive by arguments and expres-
sion to instruct, exhort or applaud 
when required.
Logic teaches us to guide our reason 
discretionally in the general knowl-
edge of things and to direct our 
inquiries after truth.
Arithmetic teaches us the powers and 
properties of numbers, by means of 
letters, tables, figures, and instru-
ments and reminds us to add to our 
knowledge, never subtract anything 
from the character of our neighbour, 
to multiply our benevolence to our 

fellow creatures, and to divide our 
means with a suffering brother.
Geography teaches of the powers and 
properties of magnitude and its appli-
cation in every phase of human 
endeavour.
Music teaches the art of forming con-
cords so as to produce a delightful 
harmony by a proportionate manage-
ment of acute, grave and mixed sounds.
Astronomy is the divine art by which 
we are taught to read the wisdom, 
strength and beauty of the almighty 
Creator in the sacred pages of the 
celestial hemisphere.
Astronomy stands confessedly the 
most exalted science that has ever been 
cultivated by man. This noble science 
may justly be said to comprehend the 
whole of the other six, and we cannot 
but subscribe to the harmony of the 
whole, where there is not the least 
discord to be found in any of its parts.

 R 16. Seven senses: The seven senses 
according to Chinese thought were 
seeing, hearing, tasting, feeling, smell-
ing, understanding and speech. ‘The 
Lord created man and they received 
the use of the five operations of the 

A look at a bookplate By VW Bro Neil Wynes Morse

Another 
masonic 
bookplate
Lodge Morning Star No 410, meeting in 
Gosford, had, at some stage, a collection 
of books for use by its members. This 
distinctive bookplate [ex libris] used to 
identify books from the collection.

The designer of the bookplate, ‘OH’, has 
yet to be identified.

The Lodge currently uses a similar 
image on its published material.

Please send any information regarding 
this or any other Masonic bookplates to 
me at morsemasonic@gmail.com.

Lodge Morning Star’s old bookplate Lodge Morning Star’s new bookplate
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On 29 May 2021 the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for Australia (AASRA) celebrated 
the consecration of a new Sovereign Chapter named Dr JP Rizal Sovereign Chapter No 263. 
The backdrop for this significant occasion was the majestic Egyptian Room at Petersham.

never been attempted with such a large 
group of candidates. These new Princes 
joined affiliating members of other 
chapters to become foundation members 
in the consecration ceremony. 

The ‘birth’ of the chapter took its rise 
from a meeting of members of the Rite; 
some active and some who were for-
merly from the AASR Jurisdiction of the 
Republic of the Philippines. These 
brethren became the nucleus that 
formed the new chapter and despite 
some obstacles, such as the pandemic, 
this core team of committed masons 
continued to realise their dream. 

Dr Jose P Rizal was a staunch advo-
cate for sovereignty from the Spanish in 
the Philippines, and it is for this reason 
that he is considered the Father of 
Independence. Born in 1861 he left a 
lasting impression in the 36 years of his 
life that was ended by execution after 

Prior to the consecration cere-
mony, a Perfection ceremony 
(Initiation into the Rite) was 
conducted on a ‘class’ of new 

candidates. This was followed by the 
consecration of the new Chapter and 
the Enthronement (Installation) of its 
Most Wise Sovereign, Illustrious Brother 
Khris Albano, 32° and his officers. 

Officiating in the ceremonies were 
the Lieutenant Grand Commander, Very 
Powerful Brother Gregg Summerhayes, 
the Grand Treasurer General, Most 
Illustrious Brother Richard Pickering 
and members of the 33rd degree. The 
three events were well attended by 
members of the Rite from across the 
state and a wonderful luncheon was 
enjoyed by all. 

The ceremony of Perfection of 13 
candidates saw their introduction as 
members of the 18th degree and thus 

they became foundation members of 
the chapter. Their Perfection in this 
instance saw all of them actively 
involved in the ceremony; this had 

Associated Orders By GSG Dominic De Candia

There’s a buzz in the air!

VP Bro Gregg Summerhayes, 33° and 
Ill Bro Kris Albano, 32°



his advocacy for reforms were viewed 
as treason by the Spanish government.

He is quoted as saying ‘the youth is 
the hope of our future’, a sentiment we 
all share throughout Freemasonry. May 
it ring true for the newly formed 
chapter as their youth is a beginning, 
and it is in that energy that strength 
will be found to build for the future.

 The Dr JP Rizal Chapter meets at the 
Petersham Masonic Centre on the 1st 
Saturday (daylight) of every February, 
May, August, and November in each 
year. 

If you are interested in furthering 
your journey beyond the Craft degrees, 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
for Australia gives you a very enjoyable 
ladder to climb. The first step is to join 
a chapter Rose Croix and receive the 
18th degree. To do this you must be a 
Master Mason of two years standing if 
you are in the NSW and ACT jurisdic-
tion. To enquire about the Rite you can:

 R Visit www.scottishrite.org.au; or 
 R Email admin@scottishrite.org.au 
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AASRA degrees 
The AASRA conducted a successful Supreme Council 
Meeting in June. The newer members of the Supreme 
Council finally met their colleagues in person in Sydney.

‘Monthly meetings by Zoom 
have enabled the Supreme 
Council to transact a large 
amount of business that 

would normally have been crammed into 
several days when members of the Rite 
meet in Sydney each year.’ said Sovereign 
Grand Commander, Bill Morgan. ‘As a con-
sequence, we have been able to focus on 
some topics in considerable depth and 
have had more time to interact with 
members of the Rite’. There was considera-
ble opportunity for social interaction at 
scheduled social functions for members 
and partners.

The AASRA is the only national 
Australian Masonic body and attracts 
members from all states and territories  
of Australia to Sydney for several events 
which cater to all members of the Order 
and their partners.

The members of Supreme Council 33° 
form the governing body and administer 
the Rite across Australia.

On the Wednesday morning four can-
didates were elevated to the 31st degree 
during a ceremony conducted by the 
Waratah Grand Consistory. This was fol-
lowed by a 30th degree meeting at the 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart Sovereign 
Council, an annual fixture. The refectory 
was well attended; over 90 brethren sat 
around a huge ‘U’ shaped table and 
enjoyed a wonderful luncheon.

At the same time a very successful 
high tea luncheon was arranged for the 
ladies.

The Masonic Club graciously hosted 
welcome drinks with a ‘meet and greet’ on 
Wednesday evening, another great occa-
sion to make new acquaintances and 
renew past friendships.

On Thursday members of the Rite had 
an opportunity to attend an information 
session, where members of Supreme 

Council answered questions on notice 
and spoke about initiatives relating to  
the Rite.

Unusually, two 33rd degree meetings 
were held this year. The 2020 cohort of 
District Commanders had been elevated  
to the degree in an attenuated Zoom cere-
mony in which they were only given the 
signs and secrets of the degree. So that 
they could experience the full degree the 
33rd degree ceremony was repeated for 
these nine District Commanders. They then 
had the opportunity to see the ceremony 
again in the evening when the 2021 cohort 
of District Commanders designate were 
elevated to the degree. In this ceremony, 
five brethren from NSW and the ACT were 
promoted to the 33rd degree and com-
menced their five-year term of office as 
District Commanders.

In the meantime, the ladies celebrated 
a formal dinner in the Masonic Club’s 
beautifully decorated Adam room.

On Friday morning over 40 brethren 
attended a private tour of the Great 
Synagogue. and were left in awe of its 
grandeur and architecture. The overall 
sentiment was, ‘It was well worth the visit’.

The week concluded on Friday evening 
with a gala dinner, held in the magnificent 
Cellos restaurant. Once again, Dominic De 
Candia, the Grand Secretary General, rose 
to the occasion by organising performers 
of the highest calibre. Soprano Emelie 
Lemasson who wowed the crowd with her 
beautiful voice and was joined by Daniel 
Tambasco (our performer from past years 
and a Fellowcraft Freemason) to enthral 
the audience with a series of duets. 
Masterful singing by two extraordinary 
artists!

The consensus was that it was a great 
week and members are looking forward to 
2022. 

The rite business By GSG Dominic De Candia

http://www.scottishrite.org.au
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it takes skill, knowledge and an interest in 
your work to create headlines, select the 
appropriate page spaces, suggest better 
wording and ask questions on any area  
in doubt.

In all of the years working with Megan, 
neither I nor to my knowledge, any 
member of the magazine committee has 
ever disputed her comments which have 
always been aimed at being of benefit to 
Freemasonry.

On behalf of the Editor, RW Bro Richard 
Dawes, and present and past members  
of the Committee, I congratulate Megan 
Baumann on her work, her attitude and 
her adoption of our motto of Loyalty, 
Integrity and Respect.

RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM
The Leichhardt Lodge 133

Vale Steve Lourey

 It is with regret that I advise that 
W Bro Stephen Lourey passed to 

the Grand Lodge Above in June of this year.

W Bro Lourey was a member of the 
Publications Committee from January 
2015 to June 2021. His work on the rail-
ways meant that his attendance at our 
committee meetings was spasmodic. But 
when he could attend, he did attend. His 
approach to the Freemason was simple; 
‘Keep it it simple and keep it interesting.’  
He had the gift of being able to examine a 
masonic symbol or philosophy, extract its 
essence and express it in simple terms. 
We will miss his focus and his friendship. 
Vale W Bro Steve Lourey.

The Editor

St John of Jerusalem

 To readers of Freemason.  
In May I had the honour to be 

awarded the medal of a Member of the 

Order of Saint John of Jerusalem by  
Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AC QC DStJ, Governor of New 
South Wales and Deputy Prior of St John 
Ambulance.

I am proud to be a mason and noted that 
in the address to the recipients receiving 
the awards Her Excellency spoke of 
several ideals. Within the exhortation 
delivered by her there were four key words, 
namely, Prudence, Justice, Temperance 
and Fortitude, which also encompass the 
eight  virtues of the medal, which are, Tact, 
Resource, Dexterity, Sympathy, 
Perseverance, Observation, Explicitness 
and Discrimination. (Could have come 
straight from a masons handbook.)

These ideals are also incorporated in the 
Grand Master’s theme: Integrity, Loyalty, 
Respect and complement one another. 

RW Bro Paul Barber
Lodge Richard Coley 152

Vale Peter Court

 Peter Court served for many years 
as the jurisdiction’s Membership 

Officer. He was the first mason that many 
candidates met when they enquired 
about Freemasonry. 

He enthusiastically assisted in the birth of 
many lodges and nurtured them through 
their early years. Throughout his career he 
met visitors to the Grand Secretariat with a 
smile and an easy charm. He was initiated 
in Lodge Southern Cross 91 on  
8 January 1964 and he will be missed in  
his Mother Lodge and many other lodges 
that benefited from his expertise and 
assistance. Peter ended his time as a Past 
Deputy Grand Master but it is certain that 
he gave far more than he received. Vale RW 
Bro Peter Court PDGM, a great man,  
a great mate and a great mason. 

Compiled from the many notes and  
messages sent to the Editor.

Lost lodge records

 Perhaps some of your readers 
could help in locating records of 

Lodge James Kibble No 985? W Bro David 
B Walker has been appointed our Lodge 
Historian and is writing the history from 
when we were dedicated in 1986 to now,  
a period of 35 years.

Our lodge records are very few and we 
seek to borrow notice papers, installation 
programs, photos, and any notes on 
special events. These will be copied and 
filed with the original history research 
notes and the originals returned to  
the sender.

If any mason or friends could contact 
David Walker at 43 Kurrawa Ave, Point 
Clare, NSW, 2250 (Phone 02 43 24 1616)  
it would be appreciated.

Yours fraternally,

W Bro Eric Gibbs
WM Lodge James Kibble

A well deserved award

 Awards are often given to promi-
nent people with those working 

hard behind the scenes often missing out.

Therefore, it was most pleasing at the 
June Quarterly Communication to hear 
that Megan Baumann had been named as 
a recipient for the Grand Master’s Award.

I have worked in conjunction with Megan 
for many years as Editor in the production 
of the Freemason and her knowledge of 
layout, design and spelling has been inval-
uable in helping to maintain the high 
quality of the magazine. Always polite, 
Megan has regularly put forward sugges-
tions which improve an article and has 
found photos when none have been pro-
vided to add more interest.

It is easy for a secretary or a member to 
send a few paragraphs for publication, but 



Tracking the origin of honey

Sticky 
fingerprints
DNA testing of Australian honey can reveal where it was 
produced and its main floral sources, according to research 
by Australia’s national science agency CSIRO and partners 
at the University of Melbourne and Curtin University.
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honeys were 
composed of 
mixed florals, 
reflecting the  
diverse natural  
diets of honeybees.

“We found that we could 
categorise most honeys accord-
ing to Australia’s 89 geographi-
cally distinct bioregions from which 
they came,” she added.

A technique called pollen DNA 
metabarcoding was used to identify 
plant species from their pollen by 
sequencing a short stretch of DNA and 
comparing it with a reference library.

The libraries are built using reference 
DNA of plant specimens, curated by 
botanical experts at collections like the 
Australian National Herbarium.

The DNA-based method is a fast and 
accurate way to identify the floral com-
position of Australian honey.

Recently, my daughter asked me 
where honey comes from. “Bees 
make honey from flowers”, I 
replied. Then she asked, “How?” 

Slightly flummoxed, I consulted the 
all-knowing oracle (Google) and quickly 
became versed in all things pollen and 
nectar sacs, and the process of nectar 
passing mouth-to-mouth until the mois-
ture content changes it into honey.

I then tried to explain that to a four-
year-old. Her response? “Do all flowers 
make nectar that makes honey?” 

A similar question was answered by 
researchers analysing the $100 million 
Australian honey industry, that exports 
4500 tonnes annually.  The findings, 

they hope, could be used for a honey 
certification program to confirm the 
floral composition and provenance of 
commercial honey.

CSIRO’s Dr Liz Milla says the tech-
nique works because honey contains 
DNA from the pollen collected by bees.

‘We tested 15 different honeys from 
across Australia and found most were 
dominated by eucalypts and related 
plants in the Myrtaceae family,’ Dr Milla 
says.

“We detected the major floral source 
on the label in all commercially pro-
duced honeys. In 85 per cent of samples, 
they were found in the top five most 
abundant floral components. All the 

Health, wealth, travel, food and fun. The essential 
building blocks of a successful retirement.
For more than two decades, YourLifeChoices has been informing 
and empowering Australians to make better decisions about 
planning for and living in retirement. 

Subscribe now to free daily enewsletters and full access to 
essential information relevant to your life stage.

www.yourlifechoices.com.au

YourLifeChoices: Australia’s longest running and most trusted digital destination for over-50s

By Leon Della Bosca, Your Life Choices
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Famous Mason By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM

The story of Admiral Nelson,  
the Battle of Trafalgar and the 
naval victories against the 
French have been a history 

standard for schools in the British 
Empire ever since.

His career earned Lord Nelson many 
honours, including 1st Viscount of the 
Nile, Baron Nelson of the Nile, Duke of 
Bronte, Knight of the Order of the Bath, 
Knight of the Grand Cross of the Order St 
Ferdinand and of Merit, and Knight of the 
Ottoman Empire’s Order of the Crescent.

Born on 29 September 1758 at 
Burnham Thorpe, Norfolk in England, 
Nelson was the sixth of 11 children of a 
clergyman. Cars and planes were unheard 
of in those days and the sea was the 
biggest attraction to young people for 
work and adventure so Horatio joined  
the navy at the age of 12 on a ship com-
manded by an uncle.

He spent the next eight years learn-
ing about ships and the navy until he 
became a captain at the age of 20 with 

the sight in his right eye. He would later 
lose his right arm at the Battle of Santa 
Cruz de Tenerife in 1797.

Nelson rarely took a step backwards 
and as a commander was known for 
bold tactics and an occasional disregard 
of orders from his superiors. But this 
attitude brought him victory against the 
Spanish off Cape Vincent in 1797. It was 
a repeat scenario four years later at the 
Battle of Copenhagen where he ignored 
orders to cease action by putting his 
telescope to his blind eye and claiming 
he couldn’t see the signal to withdraw.

He successfully destroyed Napoleon’s 
fleet at the battle of the Nile in 1798 and 
foiled the Emperor’s bid for a direct 
trade route to India. For his next 
posting, Nelson was sent to Naples 
which proved to bring a change in his 
personal life after he met and fell in love 
with Emma, Lady Hamilton.

They remained in their respective 
marriages but Nelson and Emma 
Hamilton stayed together and had a 

his travels taking him to the West 
Indies, the Baltic and Canada. But he 
was unable to get a command, and after 
marrying Frances Nisbet in 1787 
returned to England with his bride to 
spend the next five years on half-pay.

His brilliant career started in 1793 
when he was given command of the 
Agamemnon after Britain entered the 
French Revolutionary Wars but his 
service also had drawbacks. He saw action 
in the Mediterranean, helped capture 
Corsica but in the battle at Calvi he lost 

Horatio was a hero  
History writes of many people who have performed acts of  
courage to benefit their country and the name of British naval  
hero Horatio Nelson has been on that list for two centuries.

...he ignored orders 
to cease action by 

putting his telescope 
to his blind eye...
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child Horatia, in 1801. Earlier that year, 
Nelson was promoted to vice-admiral.

Under Nelson’s leadership during the 
years from 1794 to 1805, the Royal Navy 
established its supremacy over the 
French. His most famous engagement, 
at Spain’s Cape Trafalgar, saved Britain 
from threat of invasion by Napoleon, 
but it would be his last fight. Before the 
battle on 21 October 1805, Nelson sent 
out his famous signal to the fleet 
‘England expects that every man will  
do his duty’. Other quotes attributed to 
Nelson at Trafalgar include ‘No captain 
can do very wrong if he places his ship 
alongside that of the enemy.’ and after 
receiving a mortal wound, ‘Thank God I 
have done my duty.’ 

Horatio Nelson was killed by a 
French sniper a few hours later while 
leading the attack on the combined 
French and Spanish fleet. His body was 
transported back to England where he 
was given a state funeral at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London on 9 January 1806.

Nelson’s links with Freemasonry 
were not well known but a writer in the 
Freemasons Quarterly Review in 1839 
claimed Nelson and his servant Tom 
Allen were members but gave no evi-
dence to support the claim.

However, Hamon le Strange wrote in 
his History of Freemasonry in Norfolk that 
among the furniture of Lodge Friendship 
at Yarmouth there is a stone bearing an 
inscription to Nelson. On one side of the 
stone is an inscription commemorating 
the foundation of the Lodge of United 
Friends on 11 August, 1697. On the 
reverse side of the stone are the words: ‘ 
In memory of Bro Viscount Nelson of the 
Nile and of Burnham Thorpe, in Norfolk, 
who lost his life in the army of victory , 
in an engagement with ye Combin’d 
Fleets of France and Spain off Cape 
Trafalgar, Oct 21, 1805. Proposed by Bro 
John Cutlove.’

Another tribute can be seen at the 
Masonic Hall at Reading, in England, 
where a framed print has a representation 

The Battle of Trafalgar by  
Clarkson Stanfield, 1836

Admiral Horatio Nelson, a 1799 
portrait by Lemuel Francis Abbott

of a banner carried at Nelson’s funeral by 
the York Lodge No 256 which bears the 
following words ‘We rejoice with our 
Country but mourn our Brother.’

The Fall of Nelson  
by Denis Dighton, c. 1825



September 202136  Integrity – Loyalty – Respect   Freemason

The importance of lodge By W Bro John Townsend

Freemasonry  
builds social capital

From the very outset of commu-
nity transmission in March 2020, 
Lodge Kellerman 1027 sus-
pended meetings and established 

a plan for keeping the lodge running 
despite lockdowns. Similar efforts reso-
nated across the jurisdiction. As we 
adapt to the physical interventions to 
combat the virus while we await phar-
macological alternatives, keeping our 
lodges active and vibrant is vital, not 
only for the survival of Freemasonry but 
for its intangible benefits. These are 
summarised in social capital theory, and 
it provides a structure to what countless 
masons have observed and discussed at 
length in this publication and at lodge 
meetings.

Social capital theory has its roots 
arguably within 19th-century observa-
tions on the impact of the industrial 
revolution and globalisation on social 
cohesiveness (Durkheim, 1897; Tönnies, 
1887), ironically by extrapolating Adam 
Smith’s (1776) theory of economic capital 
towards the less tangible elements of 
relationships. A lack of social capital has 
demonstrable public health effects on 
total mortality, infant mortality, cardiac 
disease, cerebrovascular disease [strokes], 
and injury (I. Kawachi, Kennedy, Lochner, 
& Prothrow-Stith, 1997). It is also argua-
bly on the decline throughout Western 
society (Putnam, 1995). This is why 
keeping our masonic lodges active and 
vibrant during such difficult times is of 
utmost importance. This not only pro-
vides a basis for why our lodges are of 
such significance today but serves as a 
starting point for further reading.

From the moment the COVID-19 pandemic reached Australia on  
19 January 2020, it changed life, and indeed lodge, for the foreseeable future.

bestowed by recognised university 
degrees or qualifications) and the know-
ledge conveyed therein (Bourdieu, 1986).

Unfortunately, social capital is on the 
decline, and we have all observed its 
impact within our own lodges and our 
ability to retain a viable membership. In 
the mid 1990s, Robert Putnam observed 
in his book Bowling Alone (1995) that 
social capital was on the decline in 
American society, and the same issues 
resonate here. We have all seen the 
impacts of what he described: a 35% 
drop in people having friends visit them 
at home and club meeting attendance 
dropping by 43% (Putnam, 2021). 
Putnam argues that there is a physical 
benefit to improving one’s social capital 
that enriches society as a whole, not just 
the individual.

Groups, and our relationship with 
them, are fundamental to our self- 
esteem (Tajfel, 1970). This strikes at  
the heart of an overall benefit of being 
involved in community groups – 
masonic lodges included – and the 
public health relationship with social 
capital. There are also observable indi-
vidual health benefits. Improved social 
capital improves personal mental 
health, cardiovascular health, lowers 
overall mortality, and reduces cerebro-
vascular disease incidence [strokes] 
(Ichiro Kawachi & Berkman, 2001; I. 
Kawachi et al., 1997). It may be news to 
some who have enjoyed a tipple in the 
South after a masonic lodge meeting, 
but improved social capital actually 
reduces the incidence of binge drinking 
(Weitzman & Kawachi, 2000) and 

Before explaining why this is of such 
importance, it is first necessary to briefly 
explain the concept of social capital, one 
which at first sight appears a paradox. 
Contemporary understanding of eco-
nomic capital, such as cash or property, 
has its genesis in the works of Adam 
Smith’s reflections at the dawn of the 
industrial revolution. However, social 
capital is more difficult to define. Broadly, 
it deals with those people an individual 
knows, how that person is connected to 
others, and the nature of those relation-
ships (Reimer, Lyons, Ferguson, & 
Polanco, 2008).  Pierre Bourdieu (1986, p. 
21) argues that social capital is ‘the aggre-
gate of the actual or potential resources… 
of a durable network’ and forms the basis 
of conflict in a never-ending social and 
class struggle of individuals for advance-
ment and resources. Benefits are essen-
tially derived from the exclusivity of 
memberships of social groups (such as 
clubs, family groups, or norms and tokens 

The connection  
to others through 
social capital has 
intangible benefits 
and a real payoff 

towards improving 
overall health.
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brother and reach out. Only through  
the connection afforded to us by our 
involvement in Freemasonry can we 
keep our lodges running and ensure  
we all make it through this pandemic 
together.

W Bro John Townsend is the Worshipful 
Master of Lodge Kellerman 1027 
and a registered nurse working in 
hospital emergency departments in 
the Sydney metropolitan area.

For reasons of space the full list of 
references has been omitted. For 
detail, please contact the Editor.

improves self-reported overall health 
(Ellaway & Macintyre, 2000; I. Kawachi, 
Kennedy, & Glass, 1999). 

Highly relevant to the 2020 COVID-
19 pandemic, social capital aids in 
post-disaster recovery within communi-
ties (Gero, Hikichi, Aida, Kondo, & 
Kawachi, 2020) and their likelihood to 
adopt public health measures during 
pandemics: such as mask-wearing, 
handwashing, or vaccination (Chuang, 
Huang, Tseng, Yen, & Yang, 2015). In 
China, early research indicates that 
social capital is implicated in maxillofa-
cial injuries from falls being more fre-
quent during COVID-19 lockdowns 
(Surendra et al., 2021) and higher rates 
of sleep disturbances and suicide (Sher, 
2020). In the United States, communi-
ties with greater inequality levels (both 
socially and economically) have higher 
infection rates and mortality from 
COVID-19 (Oronce, Scannell, Kawachi,  
& Tsugawa, 2020).

Lockdowns are tough, but there is a 
benefit. As a registered nurse working in 
a metropolitan emergency department 
during this pandemic, I see its effects 
every day. Not only do I see how it affects 
my patients and their families, but I have 
also endured just over fifteen coronavirus 
tests myself because I am in a high-risk 
group as a frontline healthcare worker. 
Despite the difficulties, there are tangible 
benefits. Aside from the comparably low 
community transmission rate compared 

with those overseas, the national excess 
death rate is down 1% on the previous 
five years due to the hygiene and distanc-
ing measures reducing the regular influ-
enza seasonal toll (Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, 2020). 

Fundamentally, we need to keep our 
masonic lodges operating and vibrant, 
even in the face of social distancing.  
The connection to others through social 
capital has intangible benefits and a real 
payoff towards improving overall health 
– especially during a lockdown when 
the next outbreak occurs. Even when 
lodges aren’t meeting it is more impor-
tant than ever to pick up the phone, 
switch on Skype, pen a letter to a 

Maintaining an active social life is more important than ever



The way ahead By WayAhead staff

Mental health month 

Each October, WayAhead runs 
Mental Health Month in New 
South Wales, an opportunity for 
the organisation to raise aware-

ness of mental health and wellbeing.

Mental Health Month is a chance to 
promote activities and ideas that can 
have a positive impact on our daily lives 
and the lives of others. These events and 
messages are tied together with a spe-
cific theme – this year it’s ‘TUNE IN’.

Tuning in means being present and 
being aware of what is happening 
within you, and in the world around 
you. Being present by tuning in has 
been shown to help build self-aware-
ness, help make effective choices, 
reduce the impact of worry, and build 
positive connections.

This October, WayAhead is also 
focusing on how to be a mental health 
ally and how we as allies can help 
reduce stigma, shame, and prejudice 
around mental health.

How to be an Ally
Everyone tells you to reach out if you’re 
feeling mental distress, but sometimes 
reaching out is really hard when people 
are going through tough times. As a 
Mental Health Ally, you can be support-
ive for people experiencing difficulties 
with their mental health.

But how?

 R Listen: It sounds simple, but really 
listening to someone can take prac-
tice. If someone is experiencing dis-
tress, communication might be 
difficult; taking the time to listen and 
understand makes space for a range 
of experiences, and doesn’t add 

The over-arching goal of the team at WayAhead (www.wayahead.org.au) is to educate 
people on mental health and wellbeing, and link people of all ages to services and 
resources that improve their mental health.

should be hidden. As an ally, you can 
challenge stigma when you notice it. 

Learning more about mental health, 
especially from people with their own 
experiences, is key to challenging 
stigma and prejudice. Sharing what you 
learn with those around you, either 
through conversation or directly sharing 
content, can help challenge stigma more 
widely, and help make the world a bit 
safer for people experiencing mental 
health difficulties. 

WayAhead Mental  
Health Information Line
Need help or a guide to resources? 
WayAhead’s mental health information 
line is available from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, 
Monday to Friday. The information line 
can connect you with services, provide 
support and share information: 1300 
794 991

If you would rather find support your-
self or out-of-hours, the WayAhead Direct - 
ory (www.wayaheaddirectory.org.au) is a 
valuable online source of information. 
The Directory is a comprehensive and 
up-to-date database of mental health, 
wellbeing and community services.

pressure to the conversation. Take 
time to validate a person’s concerns 
and respect their boundaries and be 
attentive to non-verbal boundaries.

 R Ask: Check in with folk – ask things 
like ‘Is this conversation still ok for 
you?’ You can also ask people if 
there’s anything you can do to make 
the situation/conversation more 
accessible or comfortable. You can 
ask about specific things like ‘Would 
this conversation be more comforta-
ble if we were side-by-side, rather 
than face-to-face?’

 R Get educated: There’s lots to learn 
about mental health, and the best 
place to start is by learning from 
people with their own experiences. 
There’s also some basic information 
and resources included in WayAhead’s 
Mental Health Month Ally kit, availa-
ble to order or download on the 
mental health month website,  
www.mentalhealthmonth.org.au

There are lots of myths, misunder-
standings, and assumptions around 
mental health. These can all lead to stigma 
– a feeling that mental ill-health is some-
thing to be ashamed of, or something that 
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Following last year’s disappointing  
cancellation due to COVID, the Annual 
Masonic Debutante Ball was held on 
Saturday 8 May with all the tradition, 
pageantry and colour for which this 
time-honoured feature of West Wyalong 
social life has become renowned.

Publicity for the event was difficult  
and limited due to the absence of the 
Advocate and this was reflected in the 
reduced number of debutantes and the 
lower than usual attendance. Nevertheless, 
the night was enjoyed by all of the 105 
enthusiasts who did support the three 
lovely debutantes and their gallant part-
ners: Alana McKenzie and Dylan Davies, 
Erica Davis and Kaleb Davis, and Lilly 
Spackman and Ben Lamb.

The Guard of Honour who provided  
the traditional ‘Arch of Steel’ comprised  
of RW Bro Ken Roberts, VW Bro Peter 
Grellman, W Bro John Mitchell, W Bro Gary 

Clements, W Bro Lyall Wilkinson and Bro 
Michael Avalos and was led out by RW Bro 
Darren Price.

The debutantes were introduced by 
the Matron of Honour Ms Sally Roberts to 
W Bro Cooper the Worshipful Master of 
Lodge Bland 337 and VW Bro Glenn 
Linsdell the DGIW of District 43b.

W Bro Cooper then welcomed the 
guests and VW Bro Linsdell declared the 
ball open.

The debutantes and partners danced 
the Pride of Erin and were then joined on 
the dance floor by the members of the 
official party.

The official part of the evening con-
cluded with the cutting of the debutantes’ 
cake and the drawing of the raffle.

The proceeds of the ball and raffle will 
be used for charitable purposes in the 
Bland Shire.

Lodge Bland No 337 

Bland’s Masonic Ball

Alana 
McKenzie 
and Dylan 
Davies, Erica 
Davis and 
Kaleb Davis, 
and Lilly 
Spackman 
and Ben 
Lamb.

On 8 May 2021 brethren and ladies 
attended Lodge Ibis for the annual installa-
tion in the Riverina town of Griffith. A small 
but distinguished Grand Lodge Delegation 
led by VW Bro Owen Sandry, DGIW (first 
time representing the MW Grand Master) 
was received by the Installing Master RW 
Bro Peter Dorian PJGW.

VW Bro Barry Maples PDGDC GSTW 
was installed into the chair of King 
Solomon with great precision (for the 5th 
time) with the assistance the GDC, VW Bro 
Clifford Rose PDGDC GSTW. 

After the ceremony brethren and ladies 
met for the scrumptious installation 
banquet and enjoyed the usual toasts and 
fraternity. An installation raffle raised 
funds for local charity. 

The evening was conducted with great 
integrity, loyalty and respect. 

Lodge Ibis No 361

Ibis Install

L–R (front): VW Bro Clifford Rose,  
RW Bro Ian Alexander, VW Bro Owen 
Sandry, and VW Bro Roger 
Whitehead

L–R (rear): VW Bro Ross Reid, RW Bro 
Rick Priest
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June’s installation at one of the jurisdic-
tion’s youngest lodges – Jerusalem 1056 
– marked the end of an extended year in 
the chair for MW Bro James Melville PGM.

His installation as Foundation Master 
in February 2020 came just before the 
‘great lockdown of 2020’ and, as a result, 
his ‘year’ ended up having 18 months.

The Lodge’s second Worshipful Master, 
RW Bro Mohamad Nahas PAGM, paid 
tribute to his predecessor on the night.

‘It is truly an honour to occupy the 
chair of King Solomon in Lodge Jerusalem,’ 
he said. 

‘I would like to express my thanks to  
all the brethren who built the Lodge on 
getting to this point. 

‘However, especial thanks go to MW 
Bro Jamie Melville PGM, one of the driving 
forces for setting up the Lodge and 
accepting the duties as Foundation 
Worshipful Master. 

Brethren attending the Jerusalem installation, including the Grand Master elect,  
RW Bro Les Hicks, who delivered the Address to the Brethren.

Lodge Jerusalem No 1056 

Jerusalem’s long year
‘In his term he faced the pandemic 

lockdown just a week after our consecra-
tion, yet led us with great aplomb, with 
regular Zoom meetings to ensure the spirit 
of the Lodge never waned and it emerged 
from the ordeal with candidates ready to 
be initiated and ready for work.’

The Lodge’s ethos is a strong commit-
ment to the way Freemasons can teach 
the world to discover the commonalities 
and show mutual love and respect 
between the three great monotheistic 
religions – Islam, Christianity and Judaism.

‘As Worshipful Master, it will be my 
duty to continue this mission, established 
by the Lodge’s founding brethren,’ RW Bro 
Nahas said.

Sir Frank McDowell Council

Every little 
bit helps
Despite the cancellation of meetings 
because of lockdown restrictions, 
members of Sir Frank McDowell Sovereign 
Council at Oatley still managed to find a 
way to work together for the benefit of 
the community.

The Council had approved a donation 
of $500 but needed a recipient and sought 
assistance from the District Commander 
of Mid Western Plains, V Ill Bro Louis 
Letfallah, who along with the Macquarie 
Valley Sovereign Council selected a local 
kindergarten where the farmers affected 
by the drought send their children

With a similar amount available for 
another donation, the Sir Frank McDowell 

Council at its June meeting quickly gave 
approval, V Ill Bro Letfallah again gave his 
support and the second donation was 
presented to the Pink Ladies at Dubbo 
hospital.

A delegation was in attendance at the 
hospital where the donation was received, 
and the masons of the area were praised 
and thanked for their community spirit.

Donation from Sir Frank McDowell Sovereign Council to the Pink Ladies at Dubbo Hospital.

Photos courtesy of V Ill Bro Louis Letfallah
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Newcomer Sophie Wilde (right) on 
set at Eltham Masonic Centre. The 
Masonic Centre ‘stars’ as Eden’s 
police station.

Lodge Eltham No 272 

Truth hides in  
television paradise

The Stan Original Series Eden was shot on 
location in the stunning Northern Rivers 
region of New South Wales. Local masons 
lent their buildings to house a number of 
the sets needed.

The mystery of Eden unfolds over eight 
thrilling episodes. An exploration of 
human relationships, the series centres on 
the desperate investigation into a friend’s 
disappearance – triggering revelation after 
revelation about the lives of Eden’s inhab-
itants that will change the town forever.

Eltham Masonic Centre and Eltham 
Masonic Hall were exclusively hired for 

three months during last year’s COVID-19 
masonic closure, but filming continued 
under strict industry guidelines. The hall 
was extensively modified to create 
numerous rooms as the film sets for the 
interior of Eden’s police station, while the 
hall’s exterior was also modified to create 
film sets.

What you need to 
know about Eden
Eden follows a devastating chain of 
events which lays bare the dark, hidden 
heart of paradise triggered after the 
disappearance of a young woman.

Filmed in and around Byron Bay and 
the Northern Rivers region of New South 

Wales, the series features something  
of a rarity – an all female writing team 
consisting of Jessica Brittain, Anya 
Beyersdorf, Penelope Chai, Clare Sladden 
and writer-director Vanessa Gazy.

If you want to see the Eltham 
Masonic Centre and Hall in action, all 
episodes of Eden are now available for 
streaming on Stan.

Grand Orient of Italy

Pursuing 
humility
The Romans used fig wood to make their 
units of measure, the wood from a 
humble tree. The fig tree does not have 
the same pretensions as oak or beech or 
chestnut, which are the main trees in a 
[European] forest. However, the Romans 
knew that fig wood cannot be deformed.

Like fig wood, humility is the distinctive 
characteristic of shy and modest people 
who do not want to stand out like oak, 
beech, or elm trees. However, they are 
non-deformable. Nothing can bend them; 
they are not men for all seasons. They are 
not men who can be easily attracted by 
vanity, like hunting dogs that follow 
anybody carrying a gun. Humble men are 
not stupid; they are thoughtful. Humble 
men do not underestimate themselves. 
They know who they are and what they 
can do, but they do not need to show it off.

The endowment accompanying humil-
ity is virility, not weakness or cowardliness. 
Humble men are heroes because they do 
not fear losing what they have never 
asked for; they are happy being what they 
are. Humble men do not long for some-
thing that they cannot have, for they have 
all they need: esteem from other people 
and a clear conscience.

Therefore, pursuing humility coincides 
with knowing that we are moving in the 
right direction, which makes us ready to 
accept anybody criticising us. This makes 
us open to tolerance and doubt. This 
makes us open to brotherhood; only 
humble men are really open to brother-
hood. As we can see, humility is the 
endowment of real Freemasons. It is their 
uniform. If a Freemason is humble, he 
does not need any decorations to feel  
a great man. He will be great inside and 
great outside.

From an address by Grand Master Grand 
Orient of Italy, Gustavo Raffi, 4 April 2008, 
translated by RW Bro Tony Maiorana
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A father initiates a son – a son passes  
his father – and a grandfather raises his 
grandson.

After a couple of COVID-driven date 
shuffles, Saturday 29 May saw Lodge 
Warragamba achieve what would to many 
be unimaginable, to others unthinkable 
and to yet others, totally impossible – 
which was to conduct an Initiation, a 
Passing and a Raising in a single lodge 
meeting. Not only a single meeting, but  
all participants are members of the same 
lodge, Lodge Warragamba. It took skilful 
planning and much research by the WM, 
W Bro Adrian Wall. The three challenges 
were overcome, and the day was a 
resounding success.

The lodge tyled at 10am and was 
attended by the DGIW of District 26, VW 
Bro Corey Rodziewicz. The meeting began 
with the initiation of Mr Wayne Steven 
Quirk the son of RW Bro Bruce Quirk 
PDGM, who had the proud duty, as Junior 
Deacon, of escorting his son during the 
ceremony. RW Bro Quirk had been pre-
sented to the door of the same Lodge  
48 years earlier for his own initiation.  
The original notice paper for that meeting 
created great interest.

After newly initiated Bro Wayne Quirk 
took his seat in the Northeast corner, lodge 
secretary Bro Kieran Rodgers’ father Bro 
Dennis Garry Rodgers was examined prior 
to being passed to the second degree.

The lodge was then called from labour 
to refreshment, and brethren retired for a 
light lunch. As well as toasts to the Queen 
and the Grand Master, RW Bro Bruce Quirk 
proposed the toast to the newly initiated 
brother – his son Wayne.

After being called back to labour, the 
chair was handed over to W Bro Terry 
McCallum to preside over the ceremony 
of passing Bro Dennis Rodgers to the 
second degree.

While still in the second degree, the 
Worshipful Master examined Bro Steven 
Anthony Allen, grandson of W Bro Tony 
Allen, prior to being raised to the third 
degree.

The lodge was again called from labour 
to refreshment for afternoon tea, during 
which Bro Kieran Rodgers proposed a 
toast to the newly passed brother, his 
father.

After returning to labour, the chair was 
handed back to W Bro Wall. The lodge was 
opened in the third degree and Bro Steven 
Anthony Allen was raised to the sublime 
degree of a master mason. The lodge was 
then closed, and all retired to the South 
for a delicious dinner.

The toasts for the evening included a 
toast to the newly raised brother by his 
grandfather, W Bro Tony Allen.

This was a meeting that many said 
could not happen and could never work. 
Much credit must be given to the WM,  
W Bro Adrian Wall, who was ably assisted 
by the lodge’s DC W Bro Alan Hopkins, and 
indeed to all who took part in such  
an incredible day.

Lodge Warragamba No 541 

A Meeting of the Three Degrees 

The assembled members of 
Lodge Warragamba celebrated 
a unique event in May

Coffs Coast Freemasons’ Association

Bowls day
Coffs Coast Freemasons’ Association  
held a charity bowls day at Woolgoolga 
Bowling Club in July with over 100 
bowlers and supporters. It was a great 
day with raffles and guessing competi-
tions to help raise funds. 

The event raised over $13,000 which 
included a Masonicare interaction Grant. 
All money raised was donated to the 
Coffs Clarence CanDO Cancer Trust.  
More impressive is that the association,  
in conjunction with generous support 
from Masonicare, has raised $322,700 

over the last ten years – all of it going to 
CanDO Cancer Trust. A wonderful effort  
by District lodges.

Presenting the cheque to Coffs 
Clarence CanDO Cancer Trust.
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W Bro Alfred John Cohen recently 
received his fifty-year jewel and  
certificate at Lodge Allan Stuart 416. 

His son Michael John Cohen (a fifth 
generation mason) was initiated in 2016. 

Michael John’s initiation was eventful, ‘I 
was living near Goodooga not far from the 
Queensland border, when my friend VW 
Bro Mick Bye told me to get dressed in my 
best suit and jump into his car as we were 
going to Brewarrina for a meeting (134km 
away on a dusty dirt road). This turned out 
to be my introduction into Freemasonry 
on a very hot February 1971 night’.

W Bro Alfred John Cohen’s forebears 
came to Australia from Lambeth and settled 
at Maitland NSW, later acquiring a pub, the 
Rose Inn. The family became wholesalers 
forming David Cohen and Company. 

In 1833 discussions took place in  
the Rose Inn to form a masonic lodge. 
Eventually Lodge of Unity 4 was founded 
in 1840 with W Bro Philip Joseph Cohen as 
foundation Worshipful Master.

In September 2018 on a visit to Lodge 
Wallis Plain 4 the WM of Lodge Allan Stuart 
416, W Bro Darryl Wade, presented John and 
Michael with a framed photo of their ances-
tor W Bro Philip Joseph Cohen who had 
been the first WM of Lodge Unity (which 
eventually became Lodge Wallis Plains) – a 
proud masonic moment for father and son.

Lodge Allan Stuart 416

Hidden 
history

W Bro Darryl Wade (left) presenting a 
photo of Lodge Allan Stuart’s first 
WM, W Bro Philip Joseph Cohen to 
father and son Michael (centre) and 
John (right) Cohen.

Having arrived in Adelaide for the 
Australian swimming trials, Tahlia is full  
of nervous energy hoping to secure a spot 
in the Australian Paralympic swimming 
team and fulfil her dream of representing 
Australia in the 2020 Tokyo Olympic 
Games.

Tahlia Blanshard is a 20 year old com-
petitive swimmer from Jilliby.

‘I am hoping to make my Paralympic 
debut at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic 
Games later this year.’

She is currently training six days a week 
at the Toukley Aquatic Centre and com-
petes for Woy Woy Swimming Club.

‘I have been competing in swimming 
events since 2014 and only two years 
later, in 2016, I went to the Australian trials 
for the Rio Paralympic Games in Adelaide. 
I made the finals in both the 50m butter-
fly and 50m backstroke, my first national 
finals. I am currently on the Australian 
Paralympic Development Team, NSW 
Para-Performance Squad and am a 
member of the NSW Institute of Sport.’

Due to her disabilities she requires 
someone to assist her to stand on the 
blocks, and hold her still before she dives 
in. She has spent years adapting her swim-
ming techniques, allowing her to compete, 
including learning to swim butterfly and 
breaststroke using only one arm, and using 
a bent ‘half arm’ in backstroke.

‘I also have a support person who assists 
me to exit the water when I finish my race.’

Internationally she is currently ranked 
1st in 100m butterfly, 3rd in 50m butterfly, 
5th in 50m backstroke, 7th in 100m free-
style and 8th in 100m backstroke.

‘When I race, I wear a technical race suit 
which my mum helps me put on (this takes 
up to 40 minutes). These are designed to 
reduce drag, increase buoyancy and repel 
water, which helps me swim faster. The 
suits I wear cost around $750 each and 
only last for around 6–10 races – I could 
swim six races at a single competition 
– but affording new suits this frequently 
isn’t possible for my family especially on 
top of my medical expenses.’

Commencing on Monday 14 June 
Tahlia will compete in the MC 100m 

butterfly, MC 100m freestyle and finally 
the MC 50m butterfly.

She will be eagerly awaiting the 
announcement on 16 June 2021 – will  
she be representing Australia at the  
2020 Tokyo Paralympic Games?

Freemasons on the Central Coast  
have assisted Tahlia by purchasing four  
of the technical swimming costumes she 
requested to help her compete. We wish 
her the all very best in her endeavours and, 
whatever the outcome of the trials, Tahlia 
will always be a champion in our eyes.

UPDATE 
It went down to the wire – only 35 athletes 
can be chosen and it came down to Tahlia 
and another competitor who were neck 
and neck. The last place to be filled was 
the breaststroke leg of the women’s relay 
team. Each competitor was given the pool 
by themselves and the middle lane – 50m 
breaststroke. Tahlia swam first with a 
time of 36.33 seconds, however the other 
girl swam 36.23 seconds. Unfortunately, 
Tahlia was not selected for the Tokyo 
2020 Summer Paralympic Games.

District 21

Go Tahlia, go!

Tahlia in her technical race suit
Photo by Trudy Blanschard
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Initiates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Welcome to our new members
ABU HAMAD, Hamad  . . . . . . . . Lodge St David  

and St John 180
ALDERJANI, Sarkis . . . . . .Lodge Woollahra 341
ALVES, Rodrigo. . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Guildford 321
AMPONG, Abundio . . . . . . .The Sir Walter Scott  

Lodge 123
ANTAKI, John . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Woollahra 341
ANTOUN, Mina . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sylvania 853
AQUINO, John  . . . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390
ATKINSON, Tim . . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414
AZZOPARDI, Thomas . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35
BAIRD, Alexander . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Capitol 612
BAKER, Matthew . . Lodge Cooma Monaro 164
BARADIT, Biego . . . . . . . Lodge Allan Stuart 416
BELLAMY, Nick . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
BENN, Jason . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414
BENNETT, Daniel . . Lodge Canberra Unity 465
BERTRAND, Alex . . . . . . . .Lodge Woollahra 341
BHATTA, Ashok . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Miguel  

De Cervantes 1038
BLACKSTONE, Roland . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Lodge  

Federation 196
BOWESLYON, CM . . . . . . . Bankstown Daylight  

Lodge 996
BOZHKOV, Stanislav . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Middle  

Harbour 85
CALOPEDOS, George . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Hellenic  

Arcadia 177
CHAAYA, Richard . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390
CHAMBERLIN, John . . . . . . Lodge Resurgo 223
CHILDS, Etan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35
CHUKWUDOZIE, Jasper . .Lodge Honour 1054
COTTER, Brodie . . .Lodge Canoblas Lewis 806
DAVEY, Gregory Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge  

Enterprise 400
DAVIDSON, Jay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Milton 63
De LEON, Franklin . . . . . . . .Lodge Honour 1054
DEGLI-INNOCENTI, Marco . . . Lodge Artarmon 

United 285
DOVER, JD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Oorana 1053
El MASRI, Kal . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Carnarvon 172
El SABEH, Rami . . . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585
ELKATEB, Omar . . . . . . . . . . . Balmain Lodge 23
ELLIOTT, Benjamin . . . . . . . . Balmain Lodge 23
ERNST, Gareth . . . . . . . . .Lodge Germania 1036
ESKICIOGLU, Oscar . . . . . . . . Lodge Axiom 1047
ESTEPHAN, Sam . . . . . .Lodge Mark Owen 828
FARAH, James . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sylvania 853
FERRANDO, Ernie . . . Lodge Leeton-Yanco 313
FIAS-AYON, Tony . . . . . . . . . . .The United Lodge  

of Sydney 11
FOOTNER, Anthony . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sir James  

Hardy 1046
FRANCISCO, Joe . . .The Lodge Federation 196
GALVAN, Aaron  . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Celebration  

of Fairfield 345

GARCIA, Donald . . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414
GAUDIELLO, Daniel . . . . Lodge Jerusalem 1056
GIBSON, Michael . . . . . . . . . Lodge Camden 217
GLIBO, Kris . . . . . . . . .Lodge Army and Navy 517
GOCON, Mark . . . . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390
GOUGH, Jeffrey . . . . . Lodge Ballina United 112
HAHN, William . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Barham 561
HANNA, Istavrw . . . . . . . . . . . .Elysian Lodge 418
HARDING, Luke . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Oorana 1053
HASTIE, Jacob . . . . . . .Lodge Wagga Wagga 22
HATFIELD, James . . Blue Mountains Unity 118
HAYES, Stephen . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Oberon 355
HERMAN, Eric . . . . . . . . .Lodge Mark Owen 828
HOBLOS, Humzeh . . . .The Sydney Lodge 1020
HOWARD, Adam . . . . . . . .Lodge Cessnock 252
IBRAHIM, Sam . . . . . . .The Sydney Lodge 1020
JACOBS, Geordie . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390
JAMES, Geoff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Gowrie  

of Canberra 715
JANIOLA, Jayson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Bega  

Remembrance 220
KELLEY, David  . . . . .Lodge Army and Navy 517
KESHWA, Vijay . . . . .Lodge Army and Navy 517
KHILLA, John . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414
KOCATURK, Emre . . . . . . . The Hills Lodge 1025
LAMBERT, Kevin . . . . . . The City of Wollongong  

Lodge 1049
LECCA, Alex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
LEGAS, Con . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Celebration  

of Fairfield 345
LEWIS, Andrew . . .The Royal Empire Lodge 613
LOGAN, Anatole . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Gymea 796
LOGIACCO, Domenico. . . . . . . . . . . .The Sydney  

Lodge 1020
MACABANTE, Benjamin . . . . Lodge Blacktown 

Kildare 393
MARTIN, Paul . . . . . .Lodge Army and Navy 517
MARTIN, Chris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Dawn 511
MATTHEWS, Brett  . . . . . . . . Balmain Lodge 23
McCASH, Stuart  . . . . . . . . . . .City of Newcastle  

Lodge 170
McCAULEY, Jeremy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Lodge  

Federation 196
MCKINNON, Blake  . . . . . . . . Lodge Eltham 272
MEHRABI, Ali. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Gowrie  

of Canberra 715
MERHI, Wael . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elysian Lodge 418
MONTANEZ, Jed . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Blacktown  

Kildare 393
MURPHY, Andrew . . . . . . . . Forster Great Lakes  

United 994
MURRAY, Allan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35
NASSIS, John . . . . . . . . . Lodge Jerusalem 1056
NGUYEN, Tai . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Honour 1054
NI, Max . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Challenge 284

NOBEL, Martin . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Resurgo 223
OKARO, Alex . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kirrawee 903
PAPOULIAS, Cameron . . . Lodge Woronora 414
PARROTT, Stephen . . . . .Lodge Enterprise 400
PARTINGTON, Christopher  . . Lodge Canberra 

Unity 465
PASCUAL, Mario . . . . . . . . .Lodge Guildford 321
PEARCE, Jay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
PIERCY, Ryan . . . Lodge Kingsford Smith 1028
POLLARD, David . The Lodge of Tranquillity 42
POLLEY, Paul  . . Lodge Blacktown Kildare 393
PRITCHARD, Dean  . . . . Lodge Wahroonga 674
QUAN, Noel . . . . . . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390
ROLEVSKI, James . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
ROMAHN, Rahel  . . . . . . . .Lodge Woollahra 341
ROSA, Rafael . . . Lodge Blacktown Kildare 393
ROWE, Alistair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge University  

of Sydney 544
RYAN, ADAM . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Cavanbah 231
SANTOS, Manny . . .The Lodge Federation 196
SEPNIO, Bong . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Woronora 414
SHARP, Dane Dalgleish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge  

Balgowlah 392
SHERWIN, Bryan . . . . .Lodge Morning Star 410
SHUSHENACHEV, Roman . . . . Leinster Marine 

Lodge of Australia 2
SINGH, Bulla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Indus 1055
SINGH, Abhaynor  . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge University  

of Sydney 544
SINGH, Gurnik. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge University  

of Sydney 544
SLEIMAN, Oliver . . . . .Lodge Southern Cross 91
STOKER, Jordan . . . . .The Glen Innes Lodge 44
TAMAYO, Filemon . . . Lodge Blacktown Kildare 

393
TERENZI, Otello . . . . . .The Sydney Lodge 1020
THOMAS, Scott . . . . . . The Schools Lodge 639
THOMAS, Nathaniel . . . . . . . . . Lodge Southern  

Cross 91
TOH, Alfonso . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Celebration  

of Fairfield 345
TRUCILLA, Frederick  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge West  

Epping 390
WARREN, Joel  . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Independent  

Lewis 346
WHILLAS, Ryan . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Courallie 235
WHITEHEAD, Geoffrey  . . . . . . . . .Lodge Wyong  

Tuggerah Lakes 247
WILLIAMS, Chris . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Farrer 93
WILLIS, Beau  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Fitzroy 248
WOODFORD, Gavin  . . . . . . Lodge Resurgo 223
YOUSSEF, Ricardo Sebastian  . . . . . . . . . . Lodge  

Canberra Unity 465
ZANCANARO, Stephen . . . . . . . .Lodge Hellenic  

Arcadia 177
ZANIN, Antonio . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
ZIRPS, Mike . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Challenge 284



Crossword LODGE ANTIQUITY R ORIGIN OF OUR RITUAL II R A PHILATELIC ERROR v54 n1 March 2021
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Monumental
Masonry

 UGLQ CENTENARY R WHO WAS HIRAM ABIF? R THE GUYOT BOOKPLATES v54 n2 June 2021

Integrity – Loyalty – Respect

PrincePrince
Profile of a

PHONOGRAPHY R TRAVEL IN THE TIME OF COVID R GUYOT BOOKPLATES, PART II v54 n3 September 2021
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Church
Masons and the Catholic

September 2021

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32

33 34

35 36

Across
1 & 4 Across In a degree 29 across can quell 

averse changes of two implements (6,5)
4 See 1 across
10 Boil up printers’ symbols for the dead (5)
11 Kids cry at punishment with this stand-

ard guideline (9)
12 For example, rare examples show starts 

of exit (6)
14 Dividend depend on attention shown (8)
17 I heap merit differently on one who tried 

to escape Jephthah’s army (10)
20 Gosh he had a good sense of humour to 

start with (4)
22 Songbird somewhere in my natural  

surroundings (4)
23 Clue is in attire to go through a network (10)
25 Hot Crier has his way with words for one 

of the liberal arts and sciences (8)
29 A short time for the Fellowcraft Degree (6)
33 Doctor a prescribed number (9)
34 Catchy tunes for a truant? (5)
35 Long John Silver’s parrot used to light up (5)
36 Flash larrikin hides a rough or perfect 

stone (6)

Down
1 Promised solemnly for worse change (5)
2 A hunter might dig it up (7)
3 Find marvels of Peru in state dilapidation (5)

5 It will follow from wearing some green 
suede shoes (5)

6 High society found in Hotel items of 
class (5)

7 & 32 Down Otherwise we ably support a 
Local Lodge’s regulation (3,3)

8 Bothering to hide a reference to Ireland (4)
9 Draw a small two masted sailing boat (6)
13 Teaspoon causes a disturbance (7)
14 I would shortly hear I owe a little jerk 

something that’s rather stupid (7)
15 Recites differently organ stops three card 

of the same suits (7)
16 Not large exactly and dignified and fit for 

a monarch (5)
18 & 21 Down Yap about money paid in lieu of 

termination (3,3)
19 Respond about a parliamentary law (5)
21 See 18 Down
22 No army upset about food with cheese 

sauce (6)
24 Allot ox to find a Salamander (7)
26 A mile away for modern correspondence (5)
27 Groan about a lodge necessity (5)
28 Isn’t used these days for this month in 

correspondence (4)
30 Characteristic spirit found in street 

hospitality (5)
31 Laundry errand to find a clothes line (5)
32 See 7 Down
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Thank You

If you wish to become a sponsor: 
Phone: 1800 806 930 or email 
freemason@apmgraphics.com.au

www.masons.org.au September 2021 45

to all our sponsors who have helped 
make this edition possible:
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Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes of NSW 17

George H Lilley Regalia 5

International Order of the  
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19

Lodge Highway No 837 11
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Lodge Morning Star No 410 19

Rembrandt 7

Royal Freemasons’ Benevolent  
Institution of NSW

47

Terry McCallum Photography 35

The Law Offices of Dr. Dion Accoto  47

Your Life Choices 33

Zone RV  23
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Service Certificates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

Congratulations to our masons 

70
BUTLER,  George . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Cowper 295

CRERAR,  Hugh  . . . . . . . . Lodge Condoblin 185

DOLLISSON,  Clarence . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906

DUGUID,  Eric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parramatta City  
Daylight Lodge 1014

HOLMES,  Leslie. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Farrer 69

JACKSON,  Russell  . . . . . . . .Lodge Toukley 933

MALTBY,  Graham . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ionic 65

MATHEWS,  Eric . . .Leisure Coast Daylight 999

PRESS,  Howard . . . . . . . . Lodge Condoblin 185

STONE,  Ralph . . . . . . . . . . . . The Central Coast  
Lodge 2001

WYKES,  Ronald . . . . .Lodge Prince Leopold 87

60
ALLEN,  James . . . . . . . Lodge Greater Taree 66

BISHOP,  Colin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sydney  
St. George 269

CHATAWAY,  John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Loftus  
Macleay 203

EVANS,  Ronald  . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Toukley 933

FRANKLIN,  Robert . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Sir Walter  
Scott Lodge 123

GARDINER,  Robert . . . . . . . .Lodge Barham 561

GLARE,  Leonard . . . Lodge Canberra Unity 45

HARPER,  Adrian . . . . . . . . . Lodge of Peace 120

JONES,  Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Coffs Harbour  
Daylight Lodge 1016

LEVER,  George . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge St David  
& St John 180

MASTERS,  Peter . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sir Joseph  
Banks 300

MENZIES,  Neville  . . Lodge St David & St John 
180

MOLE,  Kenneth . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Edinburgh  
St John 38

PEREIRA,  Ross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Cowra 33

PERKINS,  Alexander . . . . . .The Prince of Wales 
Lodge 102

POSTLETHWAITE,  Robert . . . . . . The Lodge of 
Transition 9999

RADBURN,  Bruce . . . . . . .Lodge Broughton 131

ROSSER,  Barry  . . . . . . Lodge Cornucopia 1037

SAUNDERS,  Edward . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Middle 
Harbour 85

SHEAN,  Bruce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Cowra 33

YEARS  
SERVICE

SMITH,  Graham . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Cowra 33

WILSON,  Ian . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Vaucluse 266

50
BAGNALL,  Bill . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Tomaree 878

BOURKE,  Gordon . . . . . Lodge Sutherland 585

COHEN,  Alfred . . . . . . . . Lodge Allan Stuart 416

DAWES,  Richard . . . . . . Lodge Wahroonga 674

DONOGHUE,  John . . . . . . Lodge Macquarie 53

FLETCHER,  Paul . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Verity 570

GERBER,  John . . . . . . .Lodge Millennium 2000

HANDLEY,  Robert . . . The Hawkesbury Heritge 
Lodge 150

HARRIS,  John . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kirrawee 903

JAGGER,  Ian . . . . . . . . .Lodge Millennium 2000

KEENAHAN,  Edward . . . . . . Lodge Illawarra 59

KNOWLES,  Howard . . . . . . .Lodge Barham 561

PARSONS,  Darrell . . . .The Lodge of Peace 120

PULLEY,  Graham. . . . . . . . . .Lodge Barham 561

RADBURN,  Clive . . . . . . . Lodge Broughton 131

SARGEANT,  Timothy . . . . . .Lodge Barham 561

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

Comedy 
corner 

Chewing gum while peeling onions will 
stop you from crying!

Sherlock Holmes NEVER said, ‘Elementary, 
my dear Watson.’

A rat can last longer without water than a 
camel!

Funny factoids
The number of possible ways of playing 
the first four moves per side in a game of 
chess is 318,979,564,000!

The first bomb dropped by the Allies on 
Berlin in World War II killed the only ele-
phant in the Berlin Zoo!

Actor Bruce Lee was so fast with his 
karate moves that the cameras had to  
be slowed down so that his moves could 
be seen!

The original name for butterfly was 
flutterby!

Bullet proof vests, fire escapes, wind-
shield wipers and laser printers all had  
one thing in common – they were 
invented by women!

If you were to spell out numbers, how far 
would you have to go to find the letter ‘A’? 
Answer: 1,000!

There are no words in the dictionary that 
rhyme with orange, purple or silver.

Charlie Chaplin once won third prize in  
a Charlie Chaplin look-alike contest!

???
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L Your donation 
helps RFBI to  
help others

You can support those in need by making a donation or 
leaving a bequest to RFBI via cheque or money order to: 
RFBI, PO Box A2019, Sydney South NSW 1235.

RFBI’s Benevolence Program supports 
families and staff as well as funding 
important research. Every dollar donated 
to our Benevolence Program goes directly 
towards helping people in need.

  

SCAN TO DONATE

Online donations can be made at 
rfbi.com.au/how-can-you-help/
donations-and-bequests
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Having troubles with a DA?
Council taking too long?
We are pleased to announce we now have a planning law 
department, with a former council lawyer having joined our team!

Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards Legislation

Call: 1300 DR DION (1300 37 3466) 

Email: dion@auslex.com.au

Web: www.auslex.com.au

�  SYDNEY
�  DOUBLE BAY
�  MELBOURNE

Dr Dion Accoto... Prof Dion Accoto...
I prefer you call me:

Bro Dion Accoto
Lawyer & Investigator 



Travel in the time of COVID
Read the full story on page 20.  
Photography courtesy of www.whenthecatsaway.net.

http://www.whenthecatsaway.net
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